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asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
authorize the trangfer, on certain conditions, to 
the State of Maryland, of the stock held by the 
United States in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 


‘ompany - 

; Mc. Ww, on asking leave, said that on the 9th 
of April last, the Senate, upon his motion, had 
adopted a resolution calling upon the Secretar 

of the Treasury for information as to the divi- 
dends received, and present market value of the 
stock held by the United States in various canal 
companies. To this call the Secretary of the 


Treasury had responded in a statement, showing | 
that the Government had never received any div- 


idend from its stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company, that this stock is much below 
par, and that it is doubtful whether it can be con- 
verted into money at any price. Mr. W. said, 
as this stock was yielding nothing to the Gov- 
ernment, and could not be sold for money, he was 


willing to transfer it for a reasonable equivalent | 


to the State of Maryland. This equivalent was, 
that the State of Maryiand should cause, within 
a specified period, this canal to be completed to 
the Ohio river, and that, when completed, the 


forever free for the transportation of any prop- 
erty, troops, or seamen of the United’States, with- 
out the payment of any toll or charge whatever. 
This bill, then, involved the exercise of no doubt- 
ful or disputed constitutional power, but simply 


provided for the sale for a reasonable equivalent 


of this stock to the State of Maryland. 
The bill was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. ALLEN presented the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered and adopted: 


| 
Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- | 


bia be instructed to inquire and to report to the Senate 
whether the Banks of the District have, in all things, con- 
formed to the Conditions of the act euttied ** An act to con- 


tnue the corporate existence of the banks in the District of , 


Columbia,” approved May 31, 1838, aud e-pecially whether 
they, or either of them. have evaded, or attempted to evade, 


the condinons of said act, by using, in any manner, the | 


notes or bills of other banks, corporations, or companies, of 


adenomination less than that which they are allowed to | 


use of therr own notes. 


Mr. NORVELL offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be || 
instrueted to inquire into the expediency of granting one || 


huadred thousand acres of land to the State of Michigan, 
the proceeds of which shall be applied to the construction 
of acanal around the falls of Ste. Marie, to connect the 
navigation of lake Huron with lake Superior. 


BILLS PASSED. 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Sarah An- 


ceased, was read a third time and passed. 


The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ar- | 


kansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty with the Choctaws, was read 
« third time and passed. 


the District of Columbia was read a third time 
and passed. 


The bill for the relief of James H. Clark was | 


taken up, and after being discussed for some time, 
was laid upon the table, for the purpose of taking 
up the special order of the day. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 
The bill for the graduation and reduction of the 
price of the public lands came up as the special 


order, the question being on the amendment of- | 


fered by the Committee on the Public Lands, un- 


der the instructions of the Senate when the recom- | 


mitment was ordered. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, offered an amendment 
to the amendment, proposing to extend the privi- 
lege of purchasing at the reduced prices to contig- 
uous landholders. 

A debate then ensued, in which Messrs. CLAY 


of Alabama, CLAY of Kentucky, WALKER, f 
SMITH of Indiana, and ROANE, took part; and, || pension roll; which was referred to the Commit- | P. Heaton an 
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As soon as the Journal had been read, 
| Mr. SLADE wished to know if it would nat 


| memorial presented by him on a former day, re- 


lating to the recognition of Hayti. 


The SPEAKER decided that it would not. 
Mr. SLADE, intimating that he was desirous to 
address the House on the subject of the memo- 


and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

Mr. CRAIG was opposed to the motion. He 
wished to know whether it was of more import- 
| ance to hear a speech from the gentleman from 
Vermont, or to proceed in the regular order for 
presenting petitions? 

The motion was rejected. 


| States for petitions; whereupon petitions were 


resented b 
: EVANS, ANDERSON, DAVEE, 


| . Messrs. 


|| PARRIS, and ROBINSON, of Maine. 
canal, throughout its entire distance, should be | 


(Mr. Davee presented the petition of E. S. 
| Greely, of Dover, in the county of Piscataquis, 
| in the State of Maine, who states that he was 
| appointed by the county commissioners of the 
county of Penobscot, by authority of law, to take 
the census of Madawaska, a portion of the dis- 
puted boundary between this country and Great 
Britain; that he attempted to perform that ser- 
| vice, and in doing so was imprisoned by the Brit- 


| ish authorities for a great length of time; that he 
|| suffered greatly in health and pecuniary resources, 


| and therefore now prays Congress to allow him 
such compensation as they may deem proper. The 
petition was referred to the Committee on Foreign 


Affairs. 
OWNING, of Florida. 


Mr. 
Mr. CRARY, of Michigan, presented a peti- 
| tion for a mail route from Orion to Romeo. 

Mr. YELL, of Arkansas. 

Messrs. MILLER and HARRISON, of Mis- 
| souri. 

|| [{Mr.Mrrrer presented the petition of William 
‘| Sanders, of Green county, Missouri, asking the 
|| passage of a law granting him the right of pre- | 
| emption to certain lands therein mentioned. 

Mr. Harrison presented the petition of John 
| Moore, for compensation for services rendered 
| during the Black Hawk war; of Jeremiah Clay, 
| praying the confirmation of a private claim; of 
|| Henrietta De Kersaint, of St. Louis, praying a 


war. 

Messrs. MAY and CASEY, of Illinois. 
|, (Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry 
| citizens of Edgar county, Illinois, praying the 
‘| right of preémption to a certain section of the 


|| of the Paris Seminary; which, on his motion, was 
|| referred to the Committee on Publie Lands and 
|| ordered to be printed. 


|| bama. 


|| {Mr. Carman presented the memorial of Eliza ‘| 


|| Howard, praying arrearages of pension due her 
|| late husband, George W. Howard; which, on 
|| motion, was referred to the Commitiee on Invalid 
| Pensions. } 

Messrs. RARIDEN, DUNN, EWING, and 
GRAHAM, of Indiana. 
(Mr. Granam pao 
|| Smallwood, of Clark county, Indiana, praying to 


' be placed on the pension roll, or such other re- | 


|| lief as Congress may, in their wisdom, grant; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
|| Pensions. Also, the petition of George Sum- 
| mers, of Clark county, Indiana, a soldier of the 
|| revolutionary army, praying to be placed on the 





' 
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] Paurds, Alfred Hackelberry , James Cooper 
| liam Garner, Bazil Powel, ‘Thomas Kelly, James 
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W. Anderson, William J. Owens, John M. 
il- 


| Hays, William Patrick, Daniel O. Beem, and 


‘| public land id county, for the use and benefit 
The bill for the support of the Penitentiary of | ee ee eee ne 


| a ' ’ | Hannibal Darham, for horses lost in the aervite 
|| be in order for him to call up for consideration a | 


of the United States, be taken from the files, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. Rariwen presented a petition for & post 


, route from Cambridge city, Indiana, via Hagere- 
| town, Franklin, and Rogersville, to Muncytown, 


rial, moved that it be taken up for consideration, | 


in Delaware county. 
Mr. Doxw presented the petition of George 


| W. Hopkins, jr., and sixty other men, citizens 


of Decatur county, Indiana, praying for the abo- 
htion of slavery in the District of Columbia; thé 
petition of George W. Hopkins, jr., and seven- 
ty-seven other men of Decatur county, Indiana, 
praying—1I. That the traffic in slaves among the 


|| States may be abolished. 2. That no new slave 
| State may be admitted. 3. Protesting against 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the | the admission of Texas. 


| of Horace Pease and five other men and six wo- 


Also, three petitions 


_ men, of Salt creek, in Decatur and Franklin ¢oun- 


ties, Indiana, on the same ore eS 

Mr. DOTY, Delegate from the Territory of 
Wisconsin, presented the petitions of 6wner’ 
and masters of vessels, for an appropriation for 
a harbor at Southport; of the inhabitants of 


|, Racine, for an appropriation for a harbor at Ra- 


cine; of inhabitants of Oswego, New York, for 


' an appropriation for a harbor at Racine; of mert- 


; oy : '| pensation for horses lost during the Black Hawk | 
gell,and other heirs-at-law of Benjamin King, de- | P Ls 


Mesers. CRABB Ja CHAPMAN, of Als- |; 


chants and citizens of Buffalo, New York, for an 
mppeseristion for a harbor at Racine; of the in- 
| habitants of Toledo, Ohio, for an appropriation * 
for a harbor at Racine; of the inhabitahté of 
Rochester, Wisconsin Territory, for an appro- 
priation for a harbor at Racine; of the inhabit- 
‘ants of Milwaukee and its vicinity, for an ap- 
propriation for a harbor at Milwaukee; of the 
inhabitants of Milwaukee, praying that Milwau- 
kee may be made a port of entry; of the inhab- 
| itants of Wisconsin, for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Pekatonica river, in Wisconsin; 
| of the inhabitants of Wisconsin, that a post route 
| may be established from Springfield, Wisconsin 


| Territory, by-Eagle Prairie and Fort Atkingon, 


|to Madison; of the people of the Brotherton 
| nation, that their lands may be —— divided 
| among them by Government, and that they may 


| be declared citizens of the United States; of the 
|| inhabitants of the Wisconsin lead mine district, 
|| for a redress of grievances. 


| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a 


| memorial of Duncan N. Hennan, clerk of the 


! United States district and circuit court for the 
‘| remission of duties; of Richard Brannin, for com- || 


eastern district of Louisiana, exhibiting charges 
against P. K. Lawrence, United States district 
jadge of Louisiana, of negligence, corruption, 
intemperance, &e. 

Mr. J. said, as it was a subject of much im- 
portane. to the judge, as well as to the State, he 
would move to refer it to a select committee. 

Mr. THOMAS said he did not conceive that he 
' would perform his duty by permitting this memo- 
‘rial to take such a course. He considered the 
Committee on the Judiciary a proper tribunal for 
the decision of such matters, and that prompt 


| 


|, action would be had thereon. 


the petition of James | 


estion || tee on Revolutionary Pensions. | 
motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, The Sen- | On motion of Mr. G., the claims of Mudy W. | 
adjourned. Shields, William Thomas, John Gibson, James 


Mr. JOHNSON said, with the assurance that 
| the memorial would be promptly acted upon, hé 
would withdraw the motion. 

Mr. POPE said it had been unusual! to refer 
such charges of a epecific nature to a standing 
committee. Fle was in favor of a select com- 

| mittee. : ; , 
Mr. JOHNSON then renewed his motion for a 

select committee; which was agreed to, the num- 

ber of members to consist of seven. 

| Messrs.GOODE, COFFIN, HARPER, GID- 

| DINGS, CORWIN, MORRIS, RIDGWAY, 

|| SHEPLOR, ALLEN, and SWEARINGEN, of 

i| Ohio. 

|| (Mr. Corrm 


nted the petition of Elizabeth 
one hundred and ninety-nine 
| others, women of Coleemanen seers puis 
raying the abolition of slavery and the s e 
fa « Dineriet of Colambia; of Jacob Heaton and 
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one hundred and fifty-six others, citizens of Co- 


county, Ohios praying for the total and 
immediate abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia; which were laid on the table; of John 
Might, praying an increase of his pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. pie 

Mr, Harper presen tag the petition of sundry 
citizens of Mus ] 
counties, Ohio, praying for a mail route from 
Zanesville, via Belmeaz Cross Roads, Frayeys- 
burg, West Carlisle, and East Union, to Gambia, 
Knox county. Also, the petition of Davy Pratt, 
of the District of Columbia, praying an increase 
of pension. ‘an 

Mr. Ripeway presented the petition of Fred- 
erick Reinhart, a citizen of the kingdom of Bava- 
ria, praying for a grant of land from the Congress 
of the United States, as a recognition of his ser- 
vices in the allied army during the revolutionary 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. Swearincen presented the petition of Eliz- 
abeth Wilson and one hundred and fifty-four other 
women, for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia; a petition of Elizabeth Wilson and 
one hundred and six other women, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to this Union; 
a petition of Andrew Saltsman and eighty-nine 
others, citizens of Jefferson county, praying Con- 
gress to abolish slavery and the slave trade within 
the District of Columbia, and so to regulate com- 
merce among the several States as to prohibit the 
traffic in slaves between the States. Also, of one 
hundred citizens of Jefferson county, remonstrat- 
ing against the admission of any new States into 


this Union, whose constitution tolerates domestic 


slavery.} 

Messrs. STONE, CARTER, WILLIAMS, 
and SPEAKER, of Tennessee. 

[Mr. Srone presented the petition of William 
Brown, assignee of John Dwiggings, praying 
compensation for lands lost, which had been pur- 
chased by the Tennessee Land Company; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. Also, the petition of Joh MeCoulhan, 
praying compensation for spoliationa done his 
property by the Cherokees, after having been set- 
tled peaceably among them under the authority 
of Governor McMinn; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Messrs. CHAMBERS, SOUTHGATE, MUR- 


RAY,and MENEF®E, of Kentucky. 

Messrs. JACKSON and TOWNS, of Georgia. 

Mesars. CAMPBELL, THOMPSON , and LE- 
GARE, of South Carolina. 

Messrs. GRAHAM and McKAY, of North 
Carolina, 

Messrs. WISE, BOULDIN, MASON, GAR- 
LAND,COLES, BANKS, JOHNSON, CRAIG, 
TALIAFERRO, and BEIRNE, of Virginia. 

Mr, WISE said he was about to present a pe- 
tition of rather a unique character, It had been 
forwarded to him, and was addressed to the House 
of Representatives. It came from one woman and 
one man. He could not say whether or not they 
were joined together. Their names were J. S. 
White and Louisa Grosvenor, of Calais, in the 


State of Maine. There was a seal upon the paper | 
Stamped upon the | 


also of a singular character. 
wax was the representation of a sheaf of wheat 
sitting on an end in a wheat field, 


Mr. W. then went on to say that he could not tell 
whether it was himself or others who were des- 
ignated as deserving ‘* the thrashing.’? Be that 


as it might, the prayer of the petition was that | 


the House would rescind its standing resolution 
by which ali abolition papers are laid upon the 
table. 

Mr W. then moved, in substance, that the pe- 
tition be referred tothe Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, with instructions to report 
a resolution rescinding the ‘Atherton resolu- 
tions;”’ and more especially that portion of them 
by which abolition papers are laid upon the table 
on presentation; that the memorials already re- 
ceived by the House and laid on the table, be 
taken from the files of the House and returned to 
the petitioners, and that in future all abolition me- 


morials, of whatever character, be not reeeived by 
this. House. . 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table; but,. 


—_—— 





, Coshocton, and Knox || 4 
sie torte taatt cor : | PLUMER, NAYLOR, PErRIKIN, DAViS, 
TOLAND, BEATTY, and BIDDLE, of Penn- 


| sylvania. 





| zens of Catskill in the 





: ae 
' The inscrip- | 
tion thereon was ‘* you deserve a thrashing.” || 
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Mr. WISE intimating a desire to address the |! 





January 7, 


which the resolutions east upon the signers o¢ 


House on the subject, the motion to lay onthe |} abolition memorials, in ascribing to them a de. 


table was withdrawn. 
The SPEAKER decided, however, that, a de- 


|| bate arising, the resolution would lie over one day 


under the rules, It lies over accordingly. 
Messrs. WORTHINGTON, THOMAS, and 
KENNEDY, of Maryland. 
Messrs. KLINGENSMITH, McKENNAN, 


{Mr. Piumer presented a petition for an appro- 
priation to improve the Alleghany river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. Also, a petition for the establishment 


of a steam revenue cutter; which was referred to |. 
| 


the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. Perrin presented the petition of Jacob | & Co., and others, praying for the imposition of 


duty on starch imported into the United States, 


Boston, praying fora pension for wounds received 
in the service of the United States, at the block- 
ade of ‘Tripoli.] 

Mr. HALSTEAD, of New Jersey. 


McCLEL- 


SIBLEY, and FILLMORE, of New York. 
[Mr. Pratt presented petitions from the citi- 

county of Green, New 

York, for the improvement of the mouth of the 


Catskill creek; which was referred to the Com- , 
| mittee on Commerce and ordered to be printed. 


Also, a petition for a mail route from Sherbern to 
Oneonta, through Davensport to Sanford, in Del- 
aware county, New York; also, one from Potter’s 
Hollow, in Albany county, to Broom, (through 
the center of that town,) in Scoharie county. 


Mr. Gauiup presented the petition of Mrs. | 


Nancy G. Van Rensselaer, widow of the late 
Colonel Henry R. Van Rensselaer, of the New 
York line of the revolutionary army, praying for 
a pension. 

Mr. McCrexran presented the petition of 


Charles Rohler, of the city of New York, asking | 


remuneration for services performed in the pilot- 
age of Government vessels; which was referred 


to the Committee on Commerce. Also, the peti- | 


tion of Charles Darling and others, of Hudson, 
New York, praying an appropriation for the ben- 
efit of the harbor at North Black River Lake, in 


was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 


Mr. Foster presented a petition from Joanna 


Smith, praying for a pension; from Gorham A. |. 


Worth, praying to be discharged from a bond 


from Lettis Pond, praying for a pension. 
Mr. Curtis presented a memorial from two 
hundred and five citizens and voters of the city 


| of New York, praying for a repeal of four res- 


olutions adopted by the House of Represent- 
atives on the 12th of December last, on motion 


of Mr. Aruerron, of New Hampshire, in re- | 
spect to memorials and petitions relating to sla- | 
very. Mr. C. said he was personaily acquainted | 
with many of the persons whose names appear | 


on this memorial. They were of the most in- 
telligent, substantial, and worthy citizens of 
New York. Among them he recognized the name 
of William Cullen Bryant, a gentleman whose 
fame as an author, and whose learning and 
ability as a political writer, are familiar to the 
Hiouse and the country. Mr. Bryant, as editor 


of one of the leading journals of the country, (the | 


New York Evening Post,) occupies a position of 


much power and influence over the public mind. | 


Mr. C. was here called to order by Mr. Mor- 
GAN; but upon the decla¥ation of Mr. C. that he 
would vot occupy the time of the Llouse further 
than to state the contents of the 
he had a right to do under the rule, the Speaker 
suid Mr. C. was in order; and he proceeded to 
say, that the petitioners denounced the resolutions 


sive of all that is precious in the sacred right of 


wuinon, alarming as’ a precedent, especially to 


HOFFMAN, PECK, | 


etition, which | 


|| sign to ** overthrow an institution of the seve, 
g ral 


States,” and, above all, (said Mr. C.,) these mo. 
morialists complain of the resolutions becaysp 
they were passed under the spur of the previous 


| question, without time for consideration, discus. 


sion, or debate. Mr. C, moved the reference of 
the petition of Mr. Bryant and others to the Coy. 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union, 

‘Mr. C. also presented a memorial of William |. 
Whitehead and Captain Hunter, in relation ty 
Indian Key, in Florida, proposed to be made 
port of entry; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce. Also, the petition of Sa. 
rah Bagley, praying for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. Also, the petitionof William Colgate 


sufficient to counteract the duty now levied upon 


,imported wheat; which was referred to the Com. 
|; mittee on Manufactures. 
Messrs. LOOMIS, GALLUP, MITCHELL, | 
| NOBLE, MARVIN, RUSSELL, 
|| LAN, CAMBRELENG, ANDERSON, VAN- 
; DERVEER, FOSTER, PRATT, KEMBLE, 
|| TAYLOR, CURTIS, CLARK, BRODHEAD, 
| MOORE, PUTNAM, 


Also, the petition of 
William Austin and others, for a law providing 


_ forthe continuance of pensions heretofore granted 


to persons wounded on board of private armed 
vessels during the last war with Great Britain; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. Also, the memorial of Joseph L. Smith and 


| others, citizens of Frederick and Carroll counties 
: ’ 


of Maryland, praying for the recognition of the 
independence of Hayti, and the establishment of 
the customary political and commercial relations 
between the United Statesand Hayti; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


| Also, the memorial of John Chambers and others, 
| citizens of Virginia and Maryland, praying for 


the recognition of the Republic of Hayti as an 
independent nation, and for the establishment of 


| political and commercial relations with that Re- 
| public; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Foreign Relations, 


Mr. Bropueap presented the petition of Peter 
W. Short, of New York, for a pension; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions. ] 


Messrs. HALL, ALLAN, FLETCHER, and 
EVERETT, of Vermont. 
{Mr. ALLAN presented resolutions of the Legis- 


‘lature of the State of Vermont, for the grant ofa 


tract of land for each of the colleges in that State; 


| which were referred to the select committee raised 


tof ’ on the subject of the public lands; petition of 
Michigan; which was referred to the Committee |, 


on Commerce. Also, the petition of AbigailAllen, || 
of Hudson, New York, praying a pension; which 


seventy-five citizens of Johnson, Vermont, for 
the recognition of the Republic of Hayti; petition 


| of seventy-four males and sixty-four females, 
inhabitants of Johnson, Vermont, against the ad- 
| . . . .- 

| mission of any new Siate into the Union whose 


constitution tolerates slavery, and against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union; petitions of 


, | fifty-eight males and fifty-eight females, inhabit- 
signed by him as surety for Samuel Edmond; and | 


ants of Johnson, Vermont, for the abolition of 


| slavery in the District of Columbia and the Ter- 


ritory of Florida, and to prohibit the traffic in 
slavery between the States. 

Mr. Fietcuer presented the petition of Mary 
Peck; which was referred, with the vouchers, to 
the Committee of Claims. Also, the resolutions of 
the General Assembly of the State of Vermont, 
asking for a grant of land to the several colleges 
within the State. 

Mr. HEROD presented the petition of Thomas 
Bronaugh, praying for a pension on account of 
injuries received while in the service of the United 


| States during the late war; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


Messrs. TOUCEY, INGHAM, HALEY, 


/HALL, WHITTLESEY, and HOLT, of Con- 


necticut. 

{[Mr. Incuam presented the following petitions: 
Petition of Elizabeth Pratt, fora pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions; petition of children of Daniel Starr, 
for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions; petition of 
inhabitants of Guilford, Connecticut, asking a! 
appropriation for a light-house; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce; petition 


| of inhabitants of Wolcott, Connecticut, for a mail 
of the 12th of December as false in principle, | 


anti-republican in their character, utterly subver- | 


route; which was referred to the Committee 0n 
the Post Office and Post Roads; petition of Col- 


/onel Robert D. Wainright, of the marine corps, 


king an increase.of pension; which was re- 


| ASKIN ; 
reprobated. for the unfounded. imputation:'| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; pet! 
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! ; fd ; ge ’ ; 
tions of officers and students of the Wesleyan || said States retain each its own political sovercignty ; that | 


to this Consti ution each State acceded as a State, and is 
au butegral party, and in its enpacity of a sovereign State is 


represented in Congress by its Senators duly appointed ; 
Mexico, and also to take measures for the estab- | that among the risiduary rights so by each Siate reserved, 


ment of a national code and board of arbitration | is that of freely and Cully expressing its opinions on all sub- 

‘ . : aes ic jects of public concerument to the States or the people 
for the adjustment of national disputes; whi h thereof, and of communicating the said opinions to Con- 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 


re , gress; and that it is the coustitutionat duty of the Senate 
fairs; peution of Lydia Wentworth, for a pen- | and of the House of Representatives respectfully to receive, 
sion; which wag referred to the Committee on | entertain, and consider, and maturely and deliberately to de- 


: < ete . ne cide upon all such communications addressed to it by either 
ns 8; B ) at , 2 , T ay . 
Revolutionary Pensions; petition of inh abitants || oF the States of this Union; and the summary rejection of 
of New Haven, Connecticut, praying for an ap- || the same, without their being debated, printed, or referred, 
ropriation to improve the harbor at that place, or any action whatever had thereon, is insulting to the 
and also that the work for the improvement of | honor sasmlinoer ne pA joy and interest of the said 
: . a aaa . sovereign Staies of the Union. 
the entrance of Connecticut river may be speedily Resolved, That the Federal Governmentis a Government 
matured; which was referred _to the Committee | of timited and specific powers, derived from the people of 
on Commerce; petition of citizens of Hartford, || the Stutes thereby confederated and united, and to said 
. icut ki Congress to adopt measures Government by them granted under the Constitution; that 
Connecticut, as cing f. ti t I : blisl ” all powers not delegated to the said United States by the 
to procure @ congress Of nations, to establish A Constitution, nor probibited by it to the States, are reserved 
code of international law and board of arbitration to the States respectively, or to the people; that, therefore, 
for the adjustment of national difficulties; which || uo right of any denomination can be canceled, abridged, 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- oan or modified, by the Congress, by the Senate, or 
ae ae | diel d fifty-four pe the House of Representatives, acting in any capacity, by 
fairs; petition of one hundred and fifty-four per- | tye President, or any department or otficer of the United 
sons, men and women, of Saybrook, Connecticut, States, except in the instances wherein power is given by 
against the admission of Texas, or any new State || the Constitution for those purposes; and that among other 
S : : . imprescriptible and essential rights, the freedom of con 
, : eti- ; ; ’ ; 
whose Steins a slavery; also a p ati || science, of speech, and of the press, and the right of the 
tion of one hundred and orty-two persons, Citl- | people peaceably to assemble and to petition the Govern- 
zens of the same place, for the abolition ofslavery | ment for a redress of grievances, are of the original and in- 
in the District of Columbia; also of one hundred | "ate immunities of the said people of the United States ; 
da ta : rights of theirs not derived from, or to be weakened by, the 
and eighteen peterrres, waar and women, of Mid common Or any other positive law of this or any other 
dletown, Connecticut, praying for the abolition — country, but inherent in the said people as people, and 
of slavery and the slave trade in the District of | under the constitutions of the several States by and to the 
Columbia and the Territories of the United States; | *4!4 people guarantied and conseerated forever; and which, 
: + % by reason thereof, cannot be canceled, abridged, restrained, 
also of one hundred and forty-four persons, MeN | oF modified, constitutionally, by any authority of the United 
and women, of the same place, against the &n- || States whatsoever, nor in any form of law, whether the 
nexation of Texas, or the admission of Florida, || same be the act of the two Houses of Congress, or of either 
or any other new State into the Union whose | ° them separately. 
constitution tolerates slavery; and of one hundred 


University in MiddletowngConnecticut, asking 
Congress to act as mediator between France and 


: and establish the Constitution ghereof in order, amongst 
and eleven persons, of the same place, praying | other things, to secure the blessings of liberty to themselves 
Congress to rescind the resolution of the 19th of ont their enevediy s that, to this nae, Se Saale of legis- 
. hi : ation were vested in representative and deliberative assem- 
December; all of which were laid on the table. blies, to wit, a Senate epeinted by the States, and a House 
Mr. Hott presented the petition of John Par- | o¢ Representatives chosen by the people o7 the States; that, 
ker, of Connecticut, praying Congress to place in the exercise of their rights by the said House of Repre 
his name on the pension roll. Also, the petition | sentatives and the members thereof, there should be full 
of the inhabitants of Columbia, Tolland county, scope and perfect equality, without interdiction of any sub- 


: . ~ . || ject of public concerament, and without inhibition of any 
Connecticut, asking Congress to make a grant of subject to members from one portion of the Union, or ex 


land to the heirs of those who participated in the || clusive privilege of it to those from another portion ; that all 
military services and sufferings at Wyoming. | such attempts to smother and suppress the discussion of 


ei whens ap . 1 ~ | particular subjects, whilst Wlusory and fruidess in them- 
Messrs. CRANSTON and TILLINGHAS r, selves, do moreover impeach the first principles of Demo- 
of Rhode Island. cratic liberty, which enjoin the establishment and propa- 


Messrs. FLETCHER, BRIGGS, CUSHING, | gation of political truth without let or fear; that the free 
GRENNELL, REED, LINCOLN, PARMEN-:) dom of speech, forbidden by the Constitution to be abridged 
TER, CALHOUN, ADAMS, and SALTON- in Whatever case, is more supremely entitled to immunity 


and respect in the person of the Representatives of the 
’ . 
STALL, of Massachusetts. people in Congress, who, for all orderly speech or debate in 


{Mir. PanmMeNTER presented the petition of | either House, should not be questioned nor hindered there 
Louisa S. Wetherbee and sixty-three others, wo- | 208 ¢lsewhere ; that the House of Representatives may de- 
sf R borouch. M ch tts: of on. h | termine the rules of its proceedings, but that it cannot, con- 
men of Roxborough, Massachusetts; of Sarah || stinntionaily, by a perpetual antecedent prohibition, pre 
srigham and two hundred and three others, wo- 
men of Waltham, Massachusetts; of Ruth Bow- 
ker and seventy-two others, women of Sudbury, 
Massachusetts; of Sally Woods and forty-nine 
others, women of Dunstable, Massachusetts, all 
praying for the abolition of slavery in the District Resolved, therefore, That all that part of a certain réso- 
of Columbia and of the slave trade between the || "tion of the House of Representatives, adopted on the 12th 


. vos ms | day of December last, which provides that “ every petition, 
States, Also, the petition of Joseph W. Cross | memorial, resolution, proposition, or paper,” of a preseribed 
aud forty-six others, of Boxborough, Massachu- | class, “shall, on the presentation thercof, without any fur 


setts, for the rejection of all proposals forthe ad- | ther action thereon, be laid on the table, without being de- 

w2' a rad bated, printed, or referred,’ is a violation of the rights of 
mission ofany new State whose constitution may || the States, whose official communication, of said class, it 
tolerate slavery; of Joseph W. Cross and forty- | excludes from due and proper consideration ; a violation of 
five others, of Boxborough, Massachusetts, for 


the right of petition inherent m the people of the United 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- | States, which iteancels and abridges; and a violation of the 
lumbia. : 


privilege of speech and of debate, rightfally appertaining 
Mr. Cusnine presented the memorial of Peter | abolishes; and, therefore, that so much of said resolution 
Sanborn and others, of Reading, in the State of || be, and the same is hereby, declared to be unconstitutional, 
Massachusetts, praying the House to rescind the || 894 merely void, and of null effect, 
resolution of the 12th of December last; and || 
moved that said memorial, together with the re- | resolution, it lies over for one day under the 
solves of the State of Massachusetts, on the right || rules. ‘ 
of petition and debate, presented to the House on Mr. Apams presented a memorial from _sun- 
the 28th of May last, and not finally acted on by dry inhabitants of Boston, in the State of Mas- 
the House, be referred to the Committee of the sachusetts, asking Congress to remove the present 
Whole on the State of the Union, with instruc- | seat of Government from the District of Colum- 
tions to consider the expediency of adopting the | bia to some point North, where the principles of 
following resolutions: the ** Declaration of Independence’’ are nottreated 
_ Resolved, That the several States composing the United 
States of America are not associated on the principle of hasiig : 
unlimited submission to the Federal Government, or to the | inhabitants of the District, in favor of the retro- 
qe a, = an pak = cession of the same to the States of Virginia and 
eral Government tes purposes, and delegated tovhat || Maryland, but on which there had been no action, 
Government certain definite powers only, reserving each | Mr. A. observed that the memorial now presented 


State to itself bo residuary — of right so cheir own self- | would furnish an opportunity of considering so 
vernment ; t while the Constitution aws of the | ; : ‘alin Z 
nised: Btntes de attach to the whole paople.of the several || 2°!OUS and important a subject. He wished the 


immediately-in those matters within the true juris- | House to consider it as a proposition for a com- 
diction and eoatines uf said Constitution, and in sipanades ‘| promise. After some further remarks which, 
limited and defined ‘thereby, yet in all other matters the || owing to the noise, were inaudible, he moved its 


vided the same be things within the purview of the Constitu- 
tion, and concetning which the people of the United States, 
or any part thereof, desire to be heard through their Repre- 
sentatives in Congress. 


Resolved, That the people of the United States did ordain | 


clude its members, or any one or more of them, from debate | 
aud motion as toa specific excepted class of subjects, pro- || 


to the members of this House, which it forecloses and | 


Mr. C. having indicated a wish to debate this | 


as a ** mere rhetorical flovrish.’’ After alluding | 
to a memorial presented at the last session, from | 
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reference to a select committee, with instructions 
to consider the same, ahd feport on the constitu- 
tional power of Congress to recede the District 
to the States from which it was taken. And on 
that motion he demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, moved to fay the 
whole stibject on the table; on which motion the 


yeas and nays being ordered, were—yeas 108, 
nays 53. 


So it was laid on the table. 


Mr. Apvams presented another memorial of a 
humorous character, asking the appointment of a 
** committee on color,’’ to whom should be re- 
ferred all officeholders and members of Congress, 
for the examination of their respective pedigrees, 
said committee to report on the same, and in all 
cases where the parties shall be found to have 
the least drop of colored blood in their veins, they 
shall be expelled from office, and their places 
filled by persons of pure Ando Saxon blood, 

Mr. A. was about to make some remarks on 
the subject, when 

Mr. DromeGoote rose to ask if the memorial 
had been received, as, if not, he would raise the 
question of reception. He considered the memo- 
rial as an evident ridicule of the House. 

The Speaker stating thatit had notas yet been 
received — 

Mr. Dromaoo re raised the question of recep- 
uon. 

Mr. Apams denied that the memorial was in the 
least disrespectful to the House, and demanded 
the yeas and nays on the question of reception; 
which, being deleted. were—yeas 24, nays 117. 

So the House refused to receive. 

Mr. Apams inquired, as the House had refused 
to receive, whether the motion to refer would be 
entered on the Journal? 

The Speaker replied that it would not, the me- 
morial being in the possession of the member. 

Mr. Apams said, if it was in order, he would 
move the printing of the memorial, thatthe House 
might see what it was they had refused to receive. 

The Speaker said that such a motion war not 

in order. 
' Mr. Apams then made a request that it be en- 
tered upon the Journal that he had made the mo- 
tion to print. @# 

The Speaker decided the motion to be out of 
order, 

Mr. Apams presented a memorial from the 
State of Maine, asking the House to rescind the 
resolution of December 12; also, in favor of the 
recognition of Hayti. Mr. A, moved a refer- 
ence of the latter portion of the memorial to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions 
to report a resolution in favor thereof, 

Mr. Dromcoo.e moved to lay that motion on 
the table; which was agreed to. 
| Mr. Apams then moved a reference of the 
| former portion of the memorial; which, 

On motion of Mr. Dromeoore, was also laid 


} 


|| on the table. 


Mr. LINCOLN, of Massachusetts. 

Meases. FARRINGTON CUSHMAN, WIL- 
LIAMS, and ATHERTON, of New Hamp- 
shire. 

[Mr. Cusuman presented the petition of Sam- 
uel E. Coues and one hundred and thirty-nine 
others, citizens of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
praying for the establishment of a high court of 
nations, to adjudge and determine upon all inter- 
national difficulties which may be brought before 
said court by two or more nations; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Also, the petition of Samuel Kincaide, praying 
for an increase of pension for disabilities incurre 
during the late war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. ]} 

Mr. MERCER, (who Was not in his seat when 
petitions were called from his State,) oo leave, 
presented the petition of Joseph Harris, of Alex- 
andria. 

Mr. DOTY, of Wisconsin, on leave, presented 
several petitions; when, 

On motion of Mr. YORKE, the House ad- 
journed. 


Mr. Tovcer has been appointed a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
Fainrieco as a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 
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IN SENATE. 

Tvespar, January 8, 1839. 
The PRESIDENT presented a communication 








ance with a resolution of the Senate of the 11th 





of May inst, in relation to the value of imports, | 


and the amount of duties thereon, from 10th May, 
1887, to 10: May, 1838; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


Also, a communication from the Secretary of || 


i 


’ m || tenant Ketchum, commissary 
from the Seeretary of the Treasury, in compli- | praying for relief; which was referred to the Com- 
, mittee on Military Affairs. 
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The motion was agreed to; and the petition || nel George Croghan; whieh was read, and ordered 


referred accordingly. 


Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Lien- 
of subsistence, 


Mr. KING presented the memorial of Edward | 
C. Jones, praying compensation for the trans- | 
portation of troops; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. | 

Mr. K. also preseuted the memorial of Joshua | 


j 
| 
i} 


the Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of | Kennedy, of Mobile, praying compensation for a 
| mill which was destroyed by the Seminole In- | 
certain exiles of Poland have complied with the | dians, while in the occupancy of the tenane of the | 


the Senate of the 12th ultimo, inquiring whether 


terms upon which certain lands were granted to \ United States; which was referred to t 


them in Rock River county, lilinois, &c.; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. | 


Also a communication from the Secretary of | of Benton county, Alabama, asking that they may 
War, in conformity to a resolution of the Senate be permitted to enter lands in lieu of others taken || the mail upon railroads. 
On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the petition of 

| Andrew Bean, presented at the last session, and || 


was referred to the Committee || establish a criminal court in the District of Co- 


'| lumbia,”’? was taken up; and, at the suggestion 


of the 2d instant, in relation to the time when the | 
claims of volunteers of Alabama, for horses lost > 


in the campaign against the Seminoles, will be | 


investigated; which was laid upon the table, and || remaining on file, 


ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. SWIPT presented resolutions of the Le- | 
islature of the State of Vermont, in favor of a 
ore thorough organization of the militia of the | 


United States; which was laid on the table, and || companied by a report, which was ordered to be || price of the public lands came up as the special 


| order, the question being on the amendment of 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented the peti- | 
tion of John Miller, praying that a mistake in re- | 
lation toa land entry may be rectified; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


| 
| 


|| printed; and the bill was read, and ordered to a | 


Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Mary i 
Slow; which was referred to the Committee on | in the State of Mississippi, reported the same || mitment was ordered. 


Pensions. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented a memorial | 


from citizens of Benton county, Alabama, pray- | Affairs, to which had been referred the petition || 


ing for the passage of bill No. 135 for the relief 1 of Josephine Nourse, reported a bill for her relief; | 
oft 


hose persons who were deprived of the bene- 


fit of the preémption law of 19th June, 1834, and | 


whose preémptions were taken by the Indians; 
which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of up- | 
wards of one hundred citizens of Stark county, | 
Ohio, on the subject of the neutrality bill of last | 
session, and the manner in which it.was executed; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee | 


on Foreign Affairs. 1} 


Mr. PRENTISS presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Vermont, requesting their Sena- | 
tors and Kepreseniatives in Congress to use their | 
efforts to procure the grant of a tract of land for | 
each of the colleges in that State. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
Susan Trigg; which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. C. presented the petition of Mira Alex- | 
ander, praying for compensation on account of | 
revolutionary services; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of officers | 
of the Army, praying that their compensation | 
may be equalized with the officers of the staff; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military | 
Affairs. 

Mr. YOUNG said he was requested to present | 
the petition of a number of gentlemen of the legal | 
profession, in the State of Illinois, for an amend- 
ment of the acts of Congress establishing the cir- | 
cuit and district courts of the United States for | 
the district of Illinois, so as to require terms of the | 
said courts to be held at the city of Chicago, in | 
addition to those directed to be held at the seat | 
of government under the existing laws. The | 
petition was signed hy the chief justice and two | 
of the three associate justices of the supreme | 
court, - two of the circuit judges, the member | 
elect to Congress from the southern district, and | 
several of the most distinguished attorneys, in- | 
cluding the district attorney in the State; and, in | 
his judgment, was entitled to consideration and | 


| 
i 


| the heirs of John G. Mackall, moved that the | 


‘ 











| had been referred the petition of Royal Hopkins, | 





| 
| 





| 
i 





Com- } 
mittee on Indian Affairs. H 
Mr. K. also presented the memorial of citizens | 


up by Indian reservations. 


on Pensions. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petition | 
of John Burd, presented a bill for his relief, ac- | 





| 


second reading. 


_Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- j 
| clary, to which had been referred the bill from |! 


the House of Representatives to amend an act to | 
recognize the district courts of the United States | 


‘| without amendment, Hi 


Mr. TIPTON, fromthe Committee on Military | 


which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. T. also, from the Committee on Claims, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of James 
H. Ralston, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading, and | 


the accompanying report ordered to be printed. || 


Mr. T. also, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith; which | 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. | 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the same committee, | 
to which had been referred the claim of John 
Pritchett, for remuneration for the loss of a ves- 
sel, moved that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject; which 
was adopted. 

Mr. H.also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the claim of John Ireland and 








committee be discharged from the further consid- | 
eration of the subject; which was agreed to. 
Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which | 


for property destroyed during the last war in 
Canada, prayed to be discharged from the further | 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 


to be tt from the claim of John Robberts, 
and that it referred to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary; which was agreed to. | 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee,to which | 
was referred the claim of Joseph W, Paige, for | 
information furnished during the last war of in- | 
fraction of the embargo laws, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof ; 
which was agreed to, and the accompanying re- 
port ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of David Stone; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which the subject had been referred, 
reported a bill for the relief of Thomas L. Win- 
throp and others, directors of an association 





respect. The northern congressional district in | called the New England and Mississippi Land 
IMinois, in which Chicago is situated, contained, | Company; which was read, and ordered toa sec- 
at this moment, more population than the other || ond reading. 


two districts together, and the business in the | 
courts in that part of the country had increased | 
in a still greater proportion. He trusted, there- 


Mr. WALL, from the same committee, to 


| which the subject had been referred, reported a 


fore, that the subject might receive the favorable || 


comecparenion of ibn and the other House of Con- 
gress; and, wi t view, he now proposed us 
reference to the on the Judiciary. 


bill fixing the salaries of certain district judges 
of the United States; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. ’ 


1 4 Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mil- 
i 


tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Colo- 


camera 


to a second ing. | 


BRANCH MINTS. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, the bill sunple. 
mentary to an act to establish branch mints was 
taken up, and after a few remarks from Mr. 
BUCHANAN, was, at his suggestion, laid over 
for the present. 

BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were taken up for consid. 
eration, read the third time, and passed: 

The bill to renew the patent of Thomas Blan- 
chard; 

The bill making appropriations for the sup- 

rt of the penitentiary in the District of Co. 


f umbia; and 


| 


The bill further to regulate the transmission of 


COURT IN THE DISTRICT. 
The bill to amend an act entitled ** An act to 


of Mr. KING, its further consideration was post- 


_ poned for a few days. e 


PUBLIC LANDS. 
The bill for the graduation and reduction of the 


\ 
| 


Mr. Curay, of Alabama, proposing to extend the 
_ privilege of purchasing at the reduced prices to 
contiguous landholders, to the amendment pro- 
| pose by the Committee on Public Lands, under 
| the instructions of the Senate when the recom- 


| Mr. CRITTENDEN, who was entitled to the 

| floor, addressed the Senate at length in oppo- 

sition to the amendment and the bill generally; 
and was followed by Messrs. CLAY of Ala- 

| bama, YOUNG, and CLAY of Kentucky. 

| Mr. MERRICK intimated his intention of ad- 

| dressing the Senate on the subject to-morrow. 

| After a brief executive session, the Senate 

adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespayr, January 8, 1839. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, asked leave 
“of the House to offer a resolution, in substance 
that the House in future should meet at the hour 
of eleven o’clock instead of twelve as heretofore. 

Objection being made to the reception of the 
resolution at this time, - 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer it, and upon that mo- 
tion demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the suspension 
of the rules, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. EVERETT asked the consent of the House 
that the resolution upon the subject of the defal- 
cation of Mr. Swartwout, submitted several days 








|, ago, should be taken up. 
Mr. H. also, from the same committee, asked | 


p - 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked to the gentle- 
man that, after the reports of the committees had 
been made, that resolution would come up in 
order. He hoped the reports of committees 
would, therefore, be first received. 

Mr. EVERETT then waived his motion for 
the present. 

r. HUNTER, of Virginia, asked leave of the 
House to present and have printed the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to in- 
Se the expediency of reporting a bill which shall 

rovide : . 
. First. That all money hereafter to be received by the Uni- 
ted States for customs, shall be paid on four certain days 
fixed, at intervals for three months, the duties required by 
the existing laws to be paid in cash, to be secured by bonds 
with approved security, bearing interest at the rate of six 
per centum per annum from its date until paid, and paya- 
ble at the next fixed quarterly day, unless it bears date 
within twenty days of that period, in which case it is to be 
payable on the next succeeding day fixed for payments to 
the United States. But if the importer be entitled to credit 
under the existing laws, the sum due is to be diminished 
by a discount at the rate of six per centum for the time 
throngh which the said credit extends, and the sum thus 
ascertained to be secured by bond as aforesaid, under the 
liunitations above prescribed. 

Secondly. That all debts due from the United States shall 
be made pavable, so far as practicable, on four certain days, 
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ment to the United States. These debts, in all cases when — 


cticable, to be made payable at the next day of disburse- 


ment, unless incurred within twenty days of that time; in | 
which case to be payable at the second succeeding day | 


fixed for that purpose. But if the public creditor should fail 
to present his claim at the place at which it is payable 
when due, or within —— days of that time, then the Uni 

ted States to be absolved from all responsibility for any 
failure in the disbursing agent at that place to pay the said 


creditor: Provided, however, Fhat the said agent and his | 


sureties shall be liabie, in their individual capacity, to pay 
to the said creditor any sums received tor his use, upon de- 
mand, and without interest. 

Thirdly. That all requisitions on the Treasury Depart. 
ment by other Departments of this Government for sums to 
be disbursed at the next day fixed for that purpose, shall be 
made at least twenty days before the day fixed for public 
receipts, and next succeeding that of the requisition. 

Fourthly. That the Secretary of the Treasury, after a com- 

isou of the liabilities to and from the Government, at the 
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| mittee, why did 


next succeeding days of receipt and disbursement, shall as- || 


certain the probable surplus which will be due to the United 


States upon the next- quarterly day of receipt, after collect- | 


ing what will be sufficient to discharge the debts. due from 
the Government at the next disbursing day, together with 
whatever sum may be need/ul as a cash surplus for emer- 
gencies of the Department not otlerwise provided for. The 
debtors of the United States to be entitled to an extended 
credit upon the surplus thus ascertained, upon their giving 
bonds, with approved sureties, bearing interest as aforesaid, 


up to the quarterly day of the receipts next succeeding that | | warmth. 


at whieh the original bond was due. Each public debtor 


offering security as aforesaid, to be entitled to this further || 
credit upon an equal proportion of his debt; which propor- || 


tion is to be specified by public advertisement of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, at least twenty days before the next 
succeeding day of receipt. Rut all bonds given for the sur- 
plus as aforesaid, to be wholly collected at the next quarter 
when due, before any portion is demanded of their bonds 
given, when the debt for duties was increased. 


ordered to be printed. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 
priation for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year 1839; which on his 
motion was referred to the Committee of the 


be printed. — 
Also, a bill to amend the act to authorize the 
issue of Treasury notes to meet the current ex- 


| measure; it was a measwe in which all were in- 


| 
\ || terested. Mr. P. repeated that his objection was || 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to |! 


| bill. 


| the principle of reporting ! 
|| the understanding that a majority were in their | 


penses of the Government, approved 2ist May, | 


1838: committed, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. C., the Committee of Ways | 
and Means was discharged from the further con- | 


sideration of a certain communication from the 


Department of State, in relation to the extra ser-" 


vices of the attorney of the northern district of 
New York. 

Mr. HAYNES, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the support of the Military Acad- 
emy of the United States for the year 1839; which 
was committed and ordered to be printed. 


the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the further cousideration of the estimates 
for new barracks for the cadets, and barracks for a com- 
[aes of dragoons, and stable for their horses, at West 

oint, and that they be referred tu the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 


Mr. POPE, from the same committee, reported 
a bill making appropriations for the continuation 
of the: Gumberiand road in Ohio, Indiana, and 
lilinois.. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired if this bill had been 
reported from @ majority of the committee? 

r. POPE was understood to say thut two were 
in favor and twoagainst. Hedid not know how 
the others were. Mr. P. moved its commitment 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. PICKENS moved that it be recommitted 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
_ Mr. POPE was understood to say that a ma- 
jority of a quorum of the committee had author- 
ized him to report the bill for the consideration of 
the House. 
_ Mr. PICKENS stated that the object he had 
In view in moving the recommitment was to call 
- attention of the House to a dangerous _ 

™m now coming into practice, of reporting bi 
to the House with the understanding chat: they 
had received the sanction of a majority of the 
committee, when such was not thecase. It was 
obvious that such a system was calculated to lead 
to unsound legislation, as it was well known that 
the House was influenced on any meas- 


shack inten pessemteand nc dweubaee die 
bill. im particular to: which: he objected, but: the: 








of the people, and not that of the Executive, | 


| mittees from which they came, and argued that || 
|, the House had undoubtedly acted under the im- | 
The resolution was then laid on the table and pression that the case was otherwise. 
'| what the gentleman from Indiana had said about |! 
‘| the people ruling, he did not understand what he || 
|| meant. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of || jon that it was the people who ruled. He had || of Eliza McKay; which was laid on the table. 


I | at some length against the policy of making no 
Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported | 
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principle, which applied to all other cases of the |! reported that morning had been reported by the 

same nature. | majority of a quorum, bat not until after the ap- 
Mr. DROMGOOLE made some observation || prtueitiions had been cut down to the ematiost 

against the practice of reporting bills to the House, || amount. 

when the majority of committées were against || Mr. FILLMORE opposed the motion tarecom- 

them. He hoped the bill would be recommitted. | mit. As there was no law for the House te fill 
Mr. EWING was surprised at the course of | the committee after the manner of a jury, it was 

the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Pick- | bound to take the word of a member when be snid 

ENS,| in attempting to affect the important meas- || that a bill had been reported from the majority of 

ures of the country by informal action. It had |) a quorum. 

been stated that the bill had been reported by the | r. POPE said it was contrary to the usval 


direction of a majority of a quorum of the com- | course of legislation to require the names of éach 
mittee; and what could he wish more? If the 


1 / member of a committee who might vote on any 
gentleman had ae to say against the com- || report. If that was required, it would then be 
e not arraign them, and not |, necessary for every committee to have a clerk and 
impede the progress of measures of such im- | 


| keep a journal. He went on to state that when 
portance to the country? He would have the |) he was directed to report the bill, there were five 


gentleman to know that at this session the will || members of the committee present, and the ma- 

jority of a quorum were in favor of the report. 
would rule the action of the House. At all After some remarks from Mr. CRAIG in oppo- 
events, if he did not learn the lesson at the pres- |} sition to the resolution, 


ent session, he would soon learn it. | Mr. PICKENS said he had moved the inatrue 
i 
1] 
| 
i 











Mr. PICKENS repelled the charge of having || tions under the impression that there were only 
any prejudice against the committee, with much || three members of i committee who had agreed 
t. the report; but as the gentleman from Ken- 
|| tucky had stated otherwise, he would withdraw 
|| the instructions, and simply move to recommit 
the bill. 

The question was then taken on that motion; 
| and it was rejected. 
The question then recurring on the motion to 
|| refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
As for || of the Union, it was agreed to. 
Mr. STEWART, from the Committee of 
Q | Claims, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
He (Mr. P.) had always been of opin- || tion of the heirs of John Broome, and the petition 


He wished it to be understood that it 
was with reference to the principle alone which 
had induced him to move a recommitment of the 
He alluded to several bills of deep interest 
reported at the last session, but which had not 
received the sanction of a majority of the com- 


learned that long ago. The present measure was ! Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same commitice, 
neither an Executive measure nor the people’s || Teported the following resolution; which was read 
|| and agreed to: 
| 


: ; : Resolved, That the Committee of Claim be diechargeil 
not so much against the Fete ew bill as against || from the further consideration of the memorial of Anne 


ills to the House with |; Tempie Green ; and that so mucti of said memorial as fe. 


lates to the heirs of Captain Nicholson, prior to the adop 

tion of our present Constitution, be reterred to the Com 

mittee on Revolutionary Claims, and so much of said nre+ 
moriai as relates to the services of said Captain Nicholson 
since the adoption of the present Constitution, be referred 
to the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury. : 


favor, when such was not the case. He hoped 
that gentlemen, in deciding this question, would 
consider it as testing a question calculated to 
produce unsound legisiation. 

Mr. SIBLEY opposed the motion to recommit; 


| 
| 
| 
|| Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
as the gentleman from South Carolina had referred 


Lands, to which had been referred Senate bill 
| entitled ** An act to create an additional land 


| 
} 
| 
to bills reported at the last session, he would ask | 
| office in the State of Michigan, and for other pure 


him to consider the history of those bills. He 
would then find, that although a majority of the 
committee declared themselves adverse to them, 
yet they passed the House by a large vote, and 
also the other branch of Congress. 


poses,’’ reported the same back to the House 
without amendment. 

Mr. LOOMIS, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Morris 
Wright and Captain Samuel Dodge; which were 
severally laid upon the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred. Senate bill entitled “An 
act for the relief of the heirs of John Brahan, late 
receiver of the public moneys at Huntsville, Ala- 

| bama,”’ reported the same back without amend- 
ment, 
| On motion of Mr. WORD, the Committee on 
| Public Lands was discharged from the farther 
consideration of the petition of Robert Scagg; 
and it was laid upon the table. 
Mr. MURRAY, from the same committee, re+ 
| ported unfavorably on the petitions of Thomna 
C. Cope and John T. Austin;. which were laid 


He argued 


reports in favor of measures, without the concur- 
rence of a majority, as when the propositions 
came before the House, independent action could 
be had thereon, without any reference to what 
had been done by the committee. 

Aftersome remarks from Mr. MERCER, which 
were inaudible, 

Mr. PICKENS said what he wished tosay was, 
that upon all great matters reported to the House, | 
it ought to be announced whether or not the re- | 
port was concurred in by the majority of the 
committee. By such a course the House would 
be in no danger of receiving a false impression. 
But he must protest against the system of receiv- 
ing bills as having received the sanction of a ma- 
jority, when the fact was otherwise. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said the gentleman from 
South Carolina was partly right and partly wrong. 
The fact was that it frequently happened that 
members of the committee were opposed to the 
objects for which the appropriations were in- ; ' 
tended, although they reported ii favor of such || which was committed. 
appropriations, because they were’ required by || Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on In- 
law so todo, He adduced the bill making er | dian Affairs, made an unfavorable report ow the 
priations for the support of the Military Academy petition of P. Allen; which was laid on 
as an instance. Some of the committee were op- || the table, and ordered to be printed. : 
posed to the institution, although they considered | Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
themselves bound by law to report the appropri- | Affairs, reported a bill ae appropriations for 
ation. But on other occasions it became the duty || the payment of the services ot & of vol- 


upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. MURRAY, said commrittee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of James Butler and others. 

r. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported # bill for the re- 
lief of the children of Apollos Cooper, deceased; 


of the committee to take into consideration the || unteers into the service of the United 
States b in Drain; which was committed. 


state of the finances, before eenets the 
priations. Mr. C. explained that recently three 


Mr. INGHAM, from the Cémmittee on Navat 
members had been absent from the committee, 


Affairs, stated that that commitiee, at the last 


two of whom were sick, but that the committee || session, a number of bille of t pab- 
had been bound by the rules of the House to fhe mercer, which filed to witttve the ection of 
report the four largebille this House. The committee have made m selec- 
the commencement of the session. bille || tion from bill of the last sesvion, those which 
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they conceive of the greatest importance, and 
have directed me to report the following resolu- | 
tion: } 


! 
Resolved, That Thursday, the 10th instant, from and af- || 
ter one o’clock, be «pecially axsigned for the con-ideration, | 
in preference to any other business, of House bilis— 


Noa, 703. A bill for extending and improving the navy- 
yard at Brooklyn, and for constfucting a dry duck at the 


same. 

No. 572. A bill to alter and regulate the Navy ration. 

No. 573. A bill to reguiate the pay and emoluments of 
pursers of the Navy. 

No, 570. A bill to authorize the purchase of two vessels 
to be cmopored as receiving vessels in the naval service. 

No. 571. A bill for reducing, under one head of appropri- 
ations, various tions for building, rebuilding, pur- 
chasing, and repairing vessels of war, and for providing 
materials for the same. 

No. 525. A bill for the payment of certain pensions here- 
tofore paid out of the privateer pension fund. 

And if ali of said bilis shall not be finally disposed of on 
said day, then, and in that case, the next succeeding day, 
at the hour aforesaid, shalj be in like manner assigned for 
the further consideration of the same. 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend by striking 
out the bill providing for the dry-dock at Brook- 


lyn. 
Y Mr. INGHAM hoped the proposition to amend 
this resolution would not succeed. 

The question was taken on striking out, and 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. WISE asked the House to amend the 
resolution by adding the bill for the augmentation 
of the United States marine corps. 

Mr. INGHAM said this was one of the bills 
that the committee would have included, if the 
thought it would meet the approbation of the 
House. 

After a few words from Mr. CRAIG, the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSSELL moved to strike out that part 
of the resolution which appropriated any other 
day beside Thursday. The resolution, as adopt- 


ed, would encroach upon private bill day, to |. 


which he was opposed. 

After a few further remarks from Mr. ING- 
HAM in support of the resolution, the question | 
was taken on the proposed amendment, and | 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. ‘'TOLAND then moved to amend the reso- | 
lution by adding the bill providing for the con- | 
struction of a dry-dock at Philadelphia. 

Mr. SMITH said there was another subject | 
of much importance which he wished would re- | 
ceive the attentiqn of the House; and therefore | 


he would move to amend the resolution by add- || 
ing the “ bill providing for the erection of certain || 


hospitals upon the western waters.’’ 
r. WISE. That is not a naval bill. 
never before our committee. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 
The question was then taken on the adoption | 
of the resolution, and decided in the affirmative. | 


Mr. ELMORE, by consent, offered the fol- | 
lowing resolutions: 


Resdived, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to | 
this House statements of the vaiue of the exports and im- 
rts of each State and Territory for the years 1837 and 
fags, show what amount of the exports was of foreign 
om what of domestic growth and manufacture ; the amount 
duties accruing each year on such imports, and the | 
amount actually collected ;«what amount was duty frec, | 
and what amount was chargeable with duty ; and also what | 





ther to this House what articles under the present tariff of 
duties are duty free, and what are chargeable with duties ; 
also, what is the specific and ad valorem duty paid on each 
article now, and what will be the amount of duty under 
each reduction provided for by law. 


| 


The resolution, under the rules, lies over for || 


one day. 
CONVENTION WITH TEXAS. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the consent of the 
House, before proceeding to the orders of the 
day, to go into the Committee of the Whole upon 
the bill entitled ** An act to presses for carryin 
into effect the convention between the United 
States of America and the Republic of Texas, 
and for marking the bounda ween that Re- 

blic and the United States.”’ 

_ Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, said this was a 
subject of considerable interest ta his State, and 
hoped the House would agree to the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, on the s tion of Mr. Dromeoore, 
(Mr. Bawxs in the chair,) and took up the above 


ill; and, there being no proposition to amend the |, 


It was || 


of drawbacks was paid into each State. 
a havolved That the Secretary of the Treasury report fur- | 


' 
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| same, it was reported to the House, and received 


its third reading, and was passed. 
DEFALCATION OF SWARTWOUT. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution of Mr. CamBrecene, to refer the 
meesage of the President in relation to the defal- 
cation of Mr. Swartwout, except so much as re- 
lates to the modification of the revenue laws, toa 
select committee, 

Mr. WISE withdrew his former motion, leav- 
ing, as anamendment, the resolution of Mr. Gar- 


nine, to be chosen by ballot. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG accepted the resolution 


as a modification, except the words ‘ by ballot,’’ | 
Mr. GARLAND moved to insert the words | 


‘ by ballot.”’ 


pated, and which will be given hereafter. 
| Without taking any question, 
| On motion of Mr, BOON, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 9, 1839. 


_ plianee with a resolution of the Senate of the 21st 
of December last, containing information relative 


| to the several Departments, called for by said res- |: 


olution; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
| to be printed. 


ation in regard to the examination of inventions 
designed to prevent the calamsties resulting from 
the explosion of steam boilers, directed ie the 
acts of June 28 and July 9 last; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, acommunication from the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, in relation to the number and com- 
| pensation of clerks in his Department during the 
| year 1838; which was laid on the table, and or- 
_ dered to be printed. 


MEMORIALS. 
ward Tippet, asking for an investigation into the 
merits of an improved steam boiler; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of W. 8. 
Naylor, administrator of the estate of William 
| Sanford; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Revolutionary Claims. 
| Mr. R. also presented the memorial of the 

clerks in the Fourth Auditor’s Office, for an in- 


|, crease of salary; which was referred to the Com- || 


1} 
it 


mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented amemorial |. 
| of officers of the line of the Army, praying that || 
_ their pay may be equalized with that of the offi- 


cers of the staff; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs. 
RESOLUTIONS OF VERMONT. 


Mr. PRENTISS rf resented certain resolutions 


instructing their Senators and requesting their 


Representatives to use their efforts to prevent the | 
passage of any Jaw for the annexation of Texas | 


| to the Union, and to procure the pomeg of a law 
| for the abolition of slavery and t 


the Union, and of the slave trade between the 
several States; and also protesting against certain 
resolutions [Mr. Arnerron’s] adopted by the 
House of Representatives, as unconstitutional; 
which Mr. P. moved should be laid upon the 
| table and ordered to be printed. 
| _ The question was, on motion of Mr. FOSTER, 
| divided, and the first division was agreed to. 
The question coming up on the second division, 
| Viz: to print the resolution, : 
Mr. PRENTISS said he had made the motion 
to print these resolutions because he supposed it 


! 
| 
i 
| 
j 
| 


lature from whom they come. When he pre- 
sented them. he had not the slightest idea that any 
serious objection would be made to them, or that 


| would be an act of proper courtesy to the Legis- 
| 


LAND for the appointment of a select committee of | 


from the Legislature of the State of Vermont, || 


e ab e slave trade in | 
the District of Columbia and the Territories of | tothe re which should govern every mem- 


| ber o 


_ constituents, and tell them that the compac 


such would be the inevitable conseq 
_rying out the doctrines contained in these resolu- 





wren men 


they would excite any debate, and he would say 
to gentlemen of the South, that the course which 
they were pursuing was precisely the course t 
increase the number and augment the strength of 
the Abolitionists; and he thought it in other re. 
spects impolitic and injurious, as well as wrong 
and unreasonable in itself, . 

The virtual rejection of petitions here was re- 
garded as an infraction of the right of petition, 
and this was connected with the great subject of 
abolition, and had given to it a power not properly 


its own, so that those who were opposed to ex- 


treme and premature measures, and who wished 
to prevent useless excitement and agitation, found 
themselves powerless in consequence of this con- 
nection; and if this course were persisted in, they 
would be obliged to give way entirely. Mr. P, 


| trusted these resolutions would be printed as an 
A long debate then arose, in which Messrs, | 


, WISE, CAMBRELENG, CUSHING, GAR- , 
LAND, PICKENS, BOON, and others, partici- | 


act of common courtesy, and he called for the 
— nays on the question; which were or- 
ered. 

Mr. CALHOUN confessed that he was amazed 
when he saw a gentleman of the calmness and 
correct judgment of the Senator from Vermont, 
poraeing the course that hedid. That there should 

e any man of any intelligence whatever who did 


| not see that this question strikes at the very foun- 
| dation of the Umion, alienating one portion of it 
The PRESIDENT presented a communication | 
| from the President of the United States, in com- | 


from the other, and that it tended to the overthrow 
of the best hopes of mankind, indeed surprised 
him. Nor was it less wonderful to him that any 
gentleman of that description should pretend to 
say that the best course of southern gentlemen 
was to permit the Abolitionists to come here and 


| urge the question whenever they pleased. They 

Also, a communication from the President of || 
| the United States, inclosing a report from the Sec- || 
retary of the Navy, in answer to the resolation | 
| of the Senate of the 3d instant, calling for inform- | 


tell us (said Mr. C.) that we have no right to our 
own estates; that a large part of our property is 
held without law; and that they have the right 
to come here week after week, year after year, 
questioning our right to it, and calumniating our 
character, while the best mode for us to pursue 
is to be quiet. Sir, (said Mr. C.,) I would not 
have made these observations, if the remarks that 


called them forth had not come from a respect- 


able quarter. The course of the gentleman from 
Vermont was a striking proof that on ail ques- 
tions of deep excitement the strongest minds may 
be carried away. Mr. C. would say to the Sen- 


ator from Vermont that this thing must be arrested 


at home, by strong measures, or the South would 


; | take care of itself. 
Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of Ed- || 


Mr. PRENTISS said he had simply asked that 


| these resolutions might be printed, as a mark of 


the courtesy usually evinced to States of this 
Union. He did not enter into any argument on 
the question of abolition. Neither he nor any 


| other Senator from the North had, on any occa- 
sion, been found to agitate that question. The 
, fault, if it was one, lay in another quarter. 
| wished merely to discharge an obvious duty. If 


He 


he found it certain that he could not carry out 
his own opinions on the subject of slavery, which 
he trusted were well known, he thought it best 
to defer the attempt to a more favorable oppor- 
tunity. These resolutions were passed by the 


Legislature of Vermont in consequence of peti- 


tions requiring their passage. They were reso- 
lutions of instruction, and, so far as he was con- 
cerned, he wished to discharge the duty imposed 
upon him. : 

Mr. KING found no fault with the Senator from 
Vermont for discharging his duty to his State, 


in presenting such resolutions as they thought 


proper to charge him with. He waived, there- 
fore, under these considerations, any objections: 
to receiving the resolutions. They came from a 
sovereign State; but whether that State was true 


the Confederecy, was another question. 
With regard to the prayer of these resolutions, 
every man of common intelligence knew that, if 
it were granted, this Union would not last twenty- 
four hours. He knew that he, and every man 
from that section of the Union which would be 
so grossly outraged by such a measure, would 


instantly on the adoption of it retire from their 


seats. He would, in such an event, return to his 
t was 
broken, the Constitution violated, and their prop- 
erty taken away from them, and that he, as their 


_ representative, could render them no further ser- 


vice by remaining where he was. Believing that 
uences of car- 











1839. 
pelea ee eee an enertenn nec creneeenenag no 
tions, Hé eotild not consent to give them any cir- || 
culation. What was the object of the Senator 
from Vermont, in wishing to have these resolu- 
tions printed? The Senator himself declared that 
he did not expect any such thing as action on 
those resolutions; and yet he wished to have them 
rinted. For what? To give encouragement to 
these people to send out more memorials to act on | 
their Legislature, inducing them to interfere with 
matters which do not belong to them. If that was 
the objeet of the gentleman—and he trusted and 
believed that it was not—he might have some rea- || 
son for urging the printing of these papers; but, 
as he had a great respeet for the gentleman, and 
believed that he had no such object in view, he 
was at a loss to conceive why he persisted in the 
motion. He thanked the gentleman for warning || 
the South of what became their duty under the 
present state of excitement on this subject. Sir, | 
(said Mr. K.,) we will discharge our duty to our- | 
selves and our constituents, without asking ad- | 
vice from the Senator from Vermont or from his 
Legislature, or the Legislature of any other State. 
He had hoped that they would have been spared, || 
in this body, the agitation of this exciting sub- 
ject. He knew that it had taken place elsewhere 
ina manner highly disgraceful, but he had confi- 
dently expected that this body would escape it, 
and that the Senator from Vermont would be the 
last man to bring itup. He regretted the neces- | 
sity of making these few observations, but he was 
compelled to do so, because he thought the Sen- 
ator from Vermont was forcing this matter be- 
yond what was necessary. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said his object in rising was 
to move that the motion to print be laid upon the 
table. ° But before he submitted that motio#, he 
would remark that he fully concurred in the re- 
marks of the Senators from South Carolina and | 
Alabama, [Mr. Catnoun and Mr. Krve,] and 
that he felt no disposition to countenance or re- 
spect attempts to agitate the question of slavery, 
the more because it was brought before the Sen- 
ate by the proceedings of a sovereign State. No, 
sir, (said Mr. L.,) the agitation of this question | 
by obscure and ignorant individuals is harmless | 
and innocent when compared with the proceed- 
ings of the Legislature of Vermont. Yet the 
Senator from Vermont {Mr. Prenriss}] admon- 
ishes the South to keep cool and quiet, to disre- || 


gard the efforts of those who are constantly war- || 
ring against their rights and interests. Sir, (said | 
Mr. L.,) this advice reminds me of a robber, || 
who, while hg has his hand in my pocket, taking 

from me that to which he has no just claim, 

ceases not to admonish me to be quiet—be easy | 
—he will do me no harm. Every lover of this | 
Union should cease to agitate this question. The || 
interference of the Abolitionists and their sup- | 
porters with the domestic concerns of the South 
is daily becoming more offensive. These pro- 
ceedings are rapidly alienating the affections of || 
one portion of the Union from the other. We | 
should circulate nothing from this Senate calcu- | 
lated to increase excitement. and prejudice. | 
Under this view of the subject, I move to lay the 
motion to print on the table. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Lumpe- 
kin’s motion to lay the motion to print on the 
table, and carried—yeas 29, nays 8; as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Alien, Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- | 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, Foster, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell,Pieree, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Smith of | 
Connectient, Southard, Tipton, White, Williams of Mis- | 
sissippi, Wright, and Young—29. 
_NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Kuight, McKean, Morris, Pren- | 
tiss, Robbins, Surith of Indiana, and Switt—8. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of John Elliott, on 
the files of the last session, be taken therefrom and again | 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was | 
| 





Ordered, ‘That the memorial and papers of Henry H. 
Pickering, on the files of the last session, be again referred 
to the Committee on Finante. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr, ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- || 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred the || 
bill giving assent of Congress to an act of the | 
General Assembly of Virginia incorporating the | 
Falmouth and Alexandria Railroa Company, 
reported the same with an amendment. vil 





NHE’ CONGRESSIONAL 


_ idiots or lunatics and infantsy in the District of 


| United States; which was 
i! to the Committee on Naval Affuirs. 


|| the merits of this claim, and other similar claims, | 
| was discussed; which resulted in a motion, by | 


| claims until the passage of a general law on the 


again referred to the Committee on Claims. 


| provide for carrying into effect the convention be- 


| now standing in the place of Mexico. 


| once. 


'| the public lands. 


- 


GLOBE. 103 

Mr. R., from the same committee, to which | Mr. BUCHANAN, after a few remarks, offered 
was referred the bill concerning the estates of | an amendment to limit the operations of the bill 
more strictly to actual settlers, by providing that 
patents shall not be issued for entries made under 
it until two years thereafter, when proof shall be 
made of the actual settlement, under such regula- 
tions as the Secretary of the Treasury shall pre- 
scribe; in default of which the entry shall be void, 
and the land revert to the United States. 





Columbia, reported the same without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. R. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill extending the juris- 
diction of the corporation of the city of Wash- 
ington over the Potomac bridge, reported the | 
same with an amendment. | This amendment wa — 2 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval || not counted. eT ore ee : 
Affairs, reported a bill to explain and amend the | Mr. BUCHANAN then offered a second 
fifth seetion of the act passed June 30, 1834, for amendment, to limit the quantity to be entered 
the better organization of the marine corps of the | under the provisions of this bill, by eacli aétual 

ad twice, and referred || settler, to three hundred and twenty acres; which 
amendment was also agreed to. 

Mr. B. offered another amendment, to limit the 
operations under this bill for five years after its 
passage and no longer, except for the purpose of 
granting patents to those who have made their 
entries, but have not had an opportunity of mak- 


GENERAL HERNANDEZ. 

Mr. BENTON said, that at the last session | 
the Committee on Claims presented an adverse 
report in the case of General Hernandez. He had 
now in his hand additional evidence, which es- |; ‘ , 
tablished, on oath, the occupancy of the property | '"§, their proof. 
by the troops of the United States, which he || eu was also agreed to—ayes 25, 
wished should be referred, in addition to the pa- | : 
pers already on file, to the Committee oa tiniee, | Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, then offered two 

On this motion a long debate ensued, in which amendments in lieu of the whole bill; the first of 

2 which authorizes the purchase, by actual settlers, 
of such of the public lands as have been in the 
market for fifteen years, at the following rates 
/and in the following quantities, namely: eighty 

acres at fifty cents per acre; one hundred and 

sixty acres at seventy-five cents per acre; and 
| three hundred and twenty acres at one dollar per 
acre. And the second amendment introduces the 
bill formerly brought in by Mr. C. and passed in 
1832, and vetoed by President Jackson, to divide 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
| the States. 

Mr. BENTON said that he wished to mark 
this as the first step towards the reéstablishment 
of the old tariff, and he wished to draw the at- 
tention of Senators to it. This distribution was 
intended to commence in 1840, when the revenue 

; hould ‘| would be reduced to its lowest point; and the 
when operations should commence was near at amount thus distributed will have to be raised by 
hand, as the surveyors should be on the line by || 


iy || reviving the old tariff. 
the Ist of March next. The bill is an exact tran- || The Se was then ordered to be pirint- 


script of the bill which was framed for carrying || oq and the Senate adjourned 
into effect the convention respecting the bound- ||’ J ‘ 
ary line between thiscountry and Mexico—Texas | 
The bill | 
had been shown to the members of the Commit- | 
tee on Foreign Affairs, who had unanimously ap- | 
proved of it, and acquiesced in the necessity of 
its immediate passage. It had, therefore, in fact, | 
been referred to the committee and reported on, 
and he hoped it would be put upon its passage at 


Mr. BAYARD, to rescind a former order of the | 
Senate postponing the consideration of these 


subject; which was adopted, when, 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petitions and papers relating to the 
claims of Gad Uamphreys, John J, Batow, and others, be 


CONVENTION WITH TEXAS. | 
The bill from the House of Representatives to 


tween Texas and the United States, and marking 

the boundary, coming up for consideration, 
Mr. BUCHANAN said that it was necessary 

to pass this bill as early as possible. The season 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepvespar, January 9, 1839. 


Mr. EVANS asked that certain communica- 
tions on the Speaker’s table be presented to the 
House; to which objection was made. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports; whereupon, 
Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Rev- 
| olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
MAILS UPON RAILROADS. | of John Sibrook; which was read twice and com- 
An act further to regulate the transmission of | mitted, ; 
the United States mail upon railroads, was read | oor a a the oe eee Wiley; 
the third time and passed. ] ee eee tiatatits. ; 
the heheh atthe, | Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same 


; ; |, committee, reported a bill granting a pension to 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of | Fraeain Jones; die widow ee joke Beets, of the 
the special order, which was the bill to provide | 


: State of Virginia; which was committed. 
for the reduction and graduation of the price of | Mr. SIBLEY, from the same committee, re- 


. : | ported a bill granting a pension to Susannah 
The question being on the amendment of Mr. 1 aetna which — encseined: 


Cray, of Alabama, to the amendment which the / Mr. CHILDS, from the same committee, re- 
Committee on Public Lands reported under in- | 


) | ported a bill for the relief of William A. Cudder- 
structions, to allow persons already settled on, I 


= , ack; which was committed. 
and cultivating farms, to purchase contiguous | Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made 
tracts at the reduced price. 


fi bl t th tition of Alien 
After a debate, in which Messrs. MERRICK, Senasaina Eaneatininaicemeniinh ah 5 " 


|W 1; which ited to the Com- 
FULTON, and WALKER took part, [| es ee ee eee 


|| mittee of the Wholé on the state of the Union. 
Mr. NILES moved to modify the amendment | Mr. FRY, from the same committee, reported 
so as to restrict the right of entry to persons who 


ersons who pills of the following titles; which were severally 
‘*own, reside upon, and cultivate’ adjoining | read and committed: 
lands, instead of ‘‘ who own’’ adjoining lands. A bill granting a pension to Helen Miller; 
This modification being agreed to, A bill granting a pension to William Andrews; 
The question was taken, and the amendment 


bi i ion to Houston Cornell; 
to the amendment was decided in the affirmative ah wa. granting 9. pension jo 
—yeas 24, nays 22; as follows: 


Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- A bill granting a pension to Stephen Olney. 
YEAS—Messrs. All . Bee | ‘ 
~— Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, emokia; | On motion of Mr.. FRY, the Committee on 


Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pi || Revolutionary pensions was discharged from the 
Le eth of Couvectient, Smith of Indiana’ Tipton, further consideration of the petitions of David 


The bill was then read twice, and by unani- | 
mous consent, ordered to be engrossed fora third | 
reading, and passed. 


! 








Walker, Williams of Mississippi, and Young —24. 1 Corson, Mary Page, Frederick Witheid, and Mar- 
NAYS—Mesers. Bayan Le ada ee gh ie A ate || tha Green; the latter of which was referred to the 

tacky, Coeadee, Pre : Morris, Prem | Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

duringe, Swit, Wall, Withetne nate | Mr. STANLY; from the Committée on Invalid 





\o 


ne ee 


ane oe 






] 
engions, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
ae of Hugh McDonald and Captain James | 
ncay; which was laid on the table, 


. 8. also, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a bill for the benefitof EB. Stafford; which 
committed. . : 
Also, a bill for the relief of Wright Hulbert; 
which was committed. 
On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, the Commit- | 
tee on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of James | 
McLaughlin, William White, James Allen, Ja-— 
cab Gruduck, Stephen Morill, Richard Reynolds, | 
W. Taylor, Rufus Parker, and B. H. Shel- | 
rus; which were laid on the table. 


Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid | | 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to | War, in answer to a resolution of the House of || 


Reynolds. 

ey a bill for the relief of Dr. Sylvesius 

Nash. ; 
ting & pension to Stephen Ap- 


Aiea, a bill 
pleby; which a severally read twice and com- | 


i 


r. McCLELLAN, of New York, from the | 


peteee of James Singleton; which was laid | 


e. 
, also, from the same committee, re- 


and committed: 
< bill granting a pension to John Clark; 


bill granting a pension to William Swann; | 


aims, with instractions to inquire into the expediency of 
confirming the sale. 
| Mr.GARLAND, of Louisiana, from the same 


| 





| table. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


/ munication from the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
| submitting documents in the case of Gamaliel ie 
| Smith, referred to that office by resolution of the 
| House of Representatives of 7th July, 1838. 

Oa motion of Mr. EVANS, referred to the 
| Committee of Ways and Means. 


| Representatives of 3lst December, showing the || tion; but, on being reminded that it would 


| progress made, sum expended, and the amount 
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Chien, be referred to the Committee on Private Land || naval and other officers, and the deposit 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- |! 





January 10. 
es 
| ly; and all such acts connected with suc defaleations t, 
| may be deemed material to develop their true character. 

| nd be it further resolved, That said committee be re. 
| quired to inquire into and make re of any defalcations 


| committee, made an unfavorable report on the || among the collectors, receivers, and disbursers of the pubic 
| petition of T. F. Peterson; which was laid on the || money, which may now exist ; who are the defaulters, the 


amountof defalcation, the length of time they have existed 
| and the causes which led to them ; and that said cominityec 
| have power to send for persons and papers. 
| Mr. Camprevenc had accepted this amendmen, 
as a modification of his motion, except the words 
‘« by ballot,’’ and modified it accordingly. 
| Mr. Garzanp had then moved to amend the 
| motion as modified by inserting, after the words 
| **to be appointed,” the words ** by ballot.” 


} 


| After some remarks from Messrs. BOND ang 


Also, a communication from the Secretary of |; TAYLOR, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the previous ques. 


lave 
the effect of cutting off the amendment, at the sug. 


et applicable to the object, and the causes which || gestion of several members, he withdrew it. 


| avs retarded the completion of Fort Livingston, 


Mr. THOMAS then took the floor; and, at the 


,at Gra d Terre, Louisiana; which was laid on || conclusion of his remarks, moved further to 


_ the table, and ordered to be printed. 


| the House of Representatives of the 31st De- 
cember, giving information of the amount due of 


amend the resolution by striking out ‘‘ by ballot,” 


| Also, a communication from the Secretary of |; and inserting ‘‘ viva voce.’” 
Prscoanuen, made an unfavorable report on the Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of || 


oce 

Messrs. MENEFEE and ROBERTSON con- 
tinued the debate until a late hour; when 

Mr. LEGARE having obtained the floor, moved 


; || the late deposit banks at the time of the suspen- || an adjournment. 
the following bills; which were severally || sion of specie payments, with the sums now due, || 


Mr. MAY demanded the yeas and nays; but 


| and how received; which was laid on the table, || subsequently withdrew it. 
quently 


and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a communication from the Secretary of 


| 


| Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, renewed the 
| motion for the yeas and nays; but the House re- 


<" bill granting a pension to Gilbert Sprague | the Treasury, in compliance with an act of Con- || fused to order them—yeas 28, nays 161. 
Fis 


; and 

A bill granting a pension to David Rollins. 

Mr. HEROD. from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting arrears of pension to Jo- 
siah Westlake. 

Also, « bill granting arrears of pension to Ann 
Rosas, widow of Lieutenant Ross; which bills 
were read twice and committed. 

Qn motion of Mr. MERCER, the Committee 


| in the year 1838; which was laid on the table, and 
_ ordered to be printed. 

_ Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
_ the Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of 
| the House of the 31st December last, showing 
| the cause why that officer could not ascertain the 
| defalcation of the late collector of New York; 


Roads and Canals were discharged from the || which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
th consideration of the memoria! of certain || printed. 


citizens of Appalachicola, Florida, and the same | 
Was committed to the Committee on Manufac- | 


Mr. ADAMS presented to the House certain 
papers and lithographs in relation to the Smith- 
sonian bequest; which were, on his motion, re- 


Mr. DARLINGTON, from. the Committee of | ferred to the select committee on that subject, and 
Claims, made an unfavorable report upon the pe- || ordered to be printed. 


tition of William Stouts; which was laid on the | 


ble.. 

Mr. GRAY, from the same committee, made | 
an unfavorable report upon the petition of James 

. McKennie. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Mariah L.. Kenshaw; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. STUART, from the same committee, made | 
an unfavorable report on the petition of William | 
W. Scott; which was laid on the table, 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a biil for the relief of Henry 
Grady; also, a bill for the relief of the legal rep- | 
resentatives of John T. Adams; which bills were | 
OR motion of Mr, CUSEIMAN, the Committee | 

np motionof Mr. CU , the Committee 
the Whole on the state of’ the Union was dis- 
d from the further i ion of the bill 
to extend the privileges of drawback, and aboli 
tinctions in ports, of entry. 
@, question being on ordering. the bill to be_ 
e sed for its third reading, 
- GRENNELL wished to ask. if a bill of so | 
agus importance ought not to be discussed in | 
mmittee of the Whole. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the gentle- | 
man from New Hampshire the propriety of post- | 
ponivg its further consideration until to-morrow. | 

Mr, CUSHMAN, with a view of affording | 





time. for the examination of the bill, consented to | 


i 


a ement until to-morrow. | 
r. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill authorizing the. canceling | 
of, certain debenture bonds; which was com- 


Me 

r. HARLAN, from the Committee on Pri- 

vate, Land Claims, re 
Phelan, heir-at-law. of John Phelan, de- 

which was committed. : 

d. also, from the same committee, re- 

parte following resolution; which was agreed 


Resolved, That the in the case, of the: heirs.of 
de, Yillgrapaty hp. cleizy, 4 tragt of lenge at Rosa | 










SOLDIERS IN INDIAN WARS. 


Mr. POPE asked leave of the House to submit 
a motion. 

. Objection was made. 

Mr. POPE moved to suspend the rules of the 
House, to enable him to move the House to have 
the bill (No. 369) to extend the provisions of the 
pension act to the officers, soldiers, rangers, and 
spies, engaged in the Indian wars on the western 
waters prior to the treaty of Greenville, in the 

ear 1795, made the special order of the day for 
Tuesday, the 19th instant. 

Mr. P. remarked that this subject had been be- 
fore Congress for several years, and he feared 
that it would not be reached, or acted on, during 
the present session, unless the House would con- 
sent to fix some day for its special consideration. 
The class of men for which this. bill intended to 
provide, were as brave and meritorious, and had 
as high claims on the liberality of this Govern- 

| ment, as any other to which the public attention 
been called. 
Mr. P. earnestly pressed the House to afford 
an opportunity to have the merits of these claim- 
ants, who had contributed so much to conquer 
the western world from the. Indian tribes, fully 
and fairly discussed and decided. 


DEFALCATION OF SWARTWOUT. 





‘|| ‘The House then resumed the consideration of 


| the motion of Mr. Campre ene, referring the 
President’s message in relation to the defaleation 
of Mr. Swartwout, except so much as relates to 





| 
| & modification of the revenue laws, to. a select 
| committee, 


| Mr. Wise had modified his amendment by.ac- 
ported a bill for the relief of cepting as a modification the. following amend- 


ment, offered by Mr. Ganuanp, of Virginia, some 
time ago: 


Resolved, Thata 
sist of nine mem 






|| gress, inclosing a statement showing the names | 
|| of clerks employed in the Treasury Department | 


| 


| 
i 





The House then adjourned. 


; IN SENATE. 

Tuvrspar, January 10, 1839, 

The PRESIDENT presented a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 12th ult., 
relating to the number of superficial acres in the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, embraced in 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the 
Mississippi City Company, requesting a grant of 
public land to aid them in the construction of a 
railroad from Paulding to Mississippi City; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Brown county, Ohio, praying 
the repeal of all laws of Congress in any way fa- 
voring slavery or the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia. . 

The motion of reception was, after some re- 
marks by Mr. MORRIS, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, laid on 
the table. 

Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of officers 
of the line of the army, praying equalization of 
compensation with officers of the staff; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LYON presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Council of the Territory of Wisconsin, 
praying confirmation of title to land upon which 
the town of Milwaukee stands; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING presented a communication from 
the Governor of the State of Alabama, inclosing 
resolutions of the Legislature of that State, rela- 
tive to claims for spoliations committed on citi- 
zens of Alabama by the Creeks in 1836; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Ben- 
jamin F. Hard, asking compensation for losses 
sustained by a mail contract; which was referred 








to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of 
Daniel Hyatt, for seven years’ half pay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
airs. 

Mr. BENTON nted the petition of James 
H. Kennedy and. Benjamin 0 Fallon, for losses 
sustained by. Indians on the Upper i; 
which was referred, to the Committee an I 


Affairs 
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“Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of || the above were also referred to the same commit: | 


simon Brewster, a soldier of the revolutionary 


army» 
therein 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. 


Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented a letter from Pres- 
ident Morse, in relation to his magnetic telegraph ; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
merce. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the claim of 
Gad Humphreys for losses in Florida, reported 


a bill for his relief; which was read, and ordered | 
toa second reading; and, on motion of Mr. H., | 


the accompanying report was ordered to be 
rinted, and the bill made the special order for 
Wednesday next. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which the subject 
had been referred, reported a bill for the relief of 
William B. Ferguson and sureties; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. R., from the same committee, to which | 


was referred the petition of the heirs of Thomas 
W. Becket, asked to be discharged from the fur- 


ther consideration of the subject; which was | 


agreed to. : 

“Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the pe- 
tiions of Francis La Venture, Ebenezer Childs, 
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for an increase of pension, for reasons | 
set forth; which was referred to the Com- | 


CALHOUN presented the petition of | 
William E. Chase; which was referred to the | 


Com- || 


and Linus Thompson, reported a bill for their | 


relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 


reading; and the accompanying report was or- | 


dered to be printed, 


Public Lands, to which had been referred the bill 


for the relief of Henry Wilson, confirming pur- |! cervices. 


same without amendment. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, to which had been referred the petition of | 
Samuel Crapin, reported a bill for his relief; which | 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made i 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Rufus R. | 


chases of certain lands in Arkansas, reported the | 





Lane and others, citizens of White county, Illi- | 


| 

. . . . . . | 

nois, in relation to Simon Hail and John Neil, '| Senate, he would offer a few remarks on a eub- 
| 
| 


and asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been 
referred the memorials of the Taunton Branch 
Railroad Company, and of Jesse Smith, made an 
unfavorable report thereon, and asked to be dis- 
charged from their further consideration; which 
wa ogrent to, and the reports ordered to be 1 
printed, | 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred the bill to grant 
to the States and incorporated companies engaged 
in the construction of roads or canals, the right 
of way through the public lands. of the United 
States, reported the same without amendment. 

| 
| 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William Seaton, || 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on | 
Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, a paper from 
Thomas J. Smith was ordered to be printed and 








referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following res- 
olution: 


ing as many artificial harbors upon Lake Michi 
tender more safe the commerce and navigation of that lake, 
and afford greater security and protection to human life. 


This 
KING, HUBBARD, CALHOUN, NORVELL, | 
DAVIS, and LYON, was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. KING, it was 
“ That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
sation to eS re ae losses vasained 

the. destruction of the steamboat Pulaski. 








i appropriate for a limited time the proceeds of the sales of 


|| to certain States,” which passed both Houses of Congress, 


|| the several judges of the Supreme Court. 


|| the expenses incurred by the United States in negotiating 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the | 





and twenty acres, according to the rate of reduc- 
| tion; and further, to distribute the proceeds of the 
sales of the pullic lands, after 1840, among the 
several States of the Union, 
aan es of Kentucky, addressed the Sen- 
; ahs te in favor of his amendment; after whieh 
Resolved, Thata committee be appointed, consisting of | * : . ’ on, 
five members of the Senate, jointly with such committee | Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate in Op- 
ll as may be appointed by the taase of Representatives, to || Epcos to the amendments, and in favor of the 
|| consider the expediency of providing an institution of learn- || bill as at present amen : j 
| ing, to be established in the city of Washington, for the ap- The oe eee ; — — } 
| plication of the legacy bequeathed by Mr. James Smithson, | q bn on Mir, CLAY samend- 
| of the city of London, to the United States, in trust for that |, Ments, and they were rejected—yeas 13, nays 29; 
i} purpose ; also, to consider the expediency of a charter for || as follows: 
|| such institution, together with the powers and privileges YEAS—Mesers. RB Lo {kK ‘ri 
| which, in their opinion, the said charter ought to confer; || Davis, Knight, oe See ener Cements 
|| also, to consider the expediency of ways and means to be || of indiana, Southard, Swift, and Tipton—13. : 
|| provided by Congress other than said legacy, but inaddition || NAYS— Messrs. Allen Benton Brown, Buchanan, Cai 
thereto, and in aid of said benevolent intention | and to re- | houn, Clay of Alahama, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard Kis : 
port by bill or bills in the premises, P | Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvel : 
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, submitted the fol- || ceemem, Eevee, Roane, Robinson, Strange, Walker, Walt, 
|| lowing resolution; which was considered and mime Willams of Mississippi, Wright, 
|| agreed to: . 
1 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed || Be a oan te aoe es - itty — 
|| to report to the Senate the net proceeds of the public lands | CHARSS 0 Fr. ULAY & amendment—to permit act- 
| which each State would have received up to and including | ual settlers to enter lands that have been in the 
'| the Ist of January, 1839, under the bill entitled “ An act to || market fifteen years, at fifty cents per acre, the 
| quantity being limited to eighty acres for each 
| actual settler. 


The amendment was agreed to—yeas 2¢, nays 


tee, 


Mr. ROBBINS submitted the following reso- 
| lation; which, after some remarks by Mr. R. and 
|| Mr. PRESTON, was agreed to: 


|| the public lands of the United States, and for granting land 


| if it had received the approbation of the President. } 
_ Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted the follow- || 19; as follows: 
ing resolution; which was considered and agreed | | YEAS—Mesers, Alien, Bayard, Benton, Clay of Alabama, - 
tes | Sc emrealy iamemet a  eaees ee — eam 
: li ‘ sumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Mouton icholas 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- |’ Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, Tipton, Walker, 
| Structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the | White. Williams of Mississippi. and Youne—24° . 
| existing laws as to equalize the amount of labor to be per- || Ways — Messrs. Brown i chenen Cothour Davie 
| formed, and the amount of compensation to be received by || Hubbard, Knight, Nites, Prenties, Preston, Rives, Roane, 

9 * > ? , > 

|} Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Swilt, Wall, wis. 
\) liams of Maine, and Wright—19. 
||. On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the 
'| bill was then ordered to be printed as at present 

amended; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which were considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby 
is, required to report to the Senate the whole amount of 


| and concluding the treaty with the Cherokee Indians, dated 
| 29th December, 1835, to whom the several sums expended 
| were paid, the sum paid to each, and for what particular 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is here- | Tuurspay, January 10, 1839 
° . 


by, required to report to the Senate whether the commis- | 


sion created under the treaty between the United States | 


and the Cherokee Indians, dated 29th day of December, 
1835, for the adjudication of claims, has been terminated ; 


|| and if not, by what authority the said commission has been 
'| continued since the 23d day of May last; and further, what 
| has been the expense of said commission, to whom the 
sums expended have been paid, and the sums paid to each | 


individual. 


| 
| 


The SPEAKER having proceeded to call the 
committees for reports, 

Mr. HUBLEY, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of Peter Moore & Co. and others; which 
was read twice and committed. 


: ; eve || Mr.GARLAND, of Louisiana, from the Com- 

Mr. WHITE said, with the permission of the || mittee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill 

‘ 4 '| for the relief of Rozaline Proudhomme; which 
|| ject which concerned him personally, When he | was read twice and committed. 

| arrived here some days since, he found that he || Mr. G. also, from the same committee, made 


|| unfavorable reports upon the petitions of Henr 
M. Fleury and Alexander L. Deblien, whic 


| had been appointed on two of the standing com- 
mittees of the Senate, but as the state of his | 





resolution, after some remarks by Messrs. | 
| 
| 
| 


} 


health was such as to prevent him from paying 
that attention to the subjects brought before them 
which the Senate and his colleagues on the com- 
mittees had a right to expect, his object in rising 


| was to ask that he might be excused from serving 


on them. 

After some remarks from Mr. KING and Mr. 
TIPTON, in which the services of Mr. Waite 
were appropriately noticed, and wishes expressed 
that he would change his determination, 


Mr. WHITE returned thanks to the gentle- | 
] 


men for their kindness in noticing his efforts; 
but persevering in his wish, the Senate acceded 
thereto. 

On motion of Mr. KING, by unanimous con- 
sent, it was 

Resolved, That Hon. Jonn Tirton be appointed chair- 


| man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and that the Pres- 


ident of the Senate appoint a member to fill the vacancy in 
suid committee. 





| 


| 


per. 
| Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Rev- 


i! 
} which bills were severally read twice and com- 


| 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the President | 


White. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, and by unani- 


as will || mous consent, the resolution offered by Mr.Rives, | 


' 


some days since, was taken up and agreed to. 
GRADUATION BILL. 


bill to provide for the reduction and 
of the price of the public lands. 


| of the Senate was also directed to fill the vacancy | 
| in the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, oc- | 
| casioned by the resignation of Hon. Hugh L. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 


| 

1} 

1} 
to inquire into the expediency of constructing and improv- || i] 


were severally laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of John Cow- 


olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Dennis Tramell; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting a pension to David Mellen; 
which was read twice and committed. . 

Mr. PLUMER, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Levi 
M. Roberts. 


Also, a bill for the relief of Benjamin Wesley; 


mitted. 
PUBLIC DEFAULTERS. 


The House then resumed the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour, being the modified res- 
olution of Mr. Wise to print twenty thousand 
extra copies of documents No. 297 and No. 13, 
relating to the defaleation of public officers. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 


_Loomis to amend, by striking out No. 297, and 
| leaving only No. 13, relating to the defalcation of 
Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the port of 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the y 
graduation | 


tt 


New York. 
Mr. GRAVES moved a call of the House. 
On that motion Mr MENEFEE demanded 


The question being on the amendment submit- | the yeas and nays; which, being ordered, were— 
ted yesterday by Mr. Cuay,of Kentucky, to limit |, yeas 88, nays 


the reduction to lands 


only that have been in | So the call was not ordered. 
|| the market fifteen wanens mbt on the quantities of 
Qn motion.of Mr. K. the papers.in relation to ' eighty, one hundred and sixty, and three hundred 


The question then being on agreeing with the 


‘amendment, 





yas 


ord 


A cht el aetna 


Oe ee ee 


ree ee 
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Mr. BRONSON eoateatadl the yeas and nays; '| He also. presented a eomeneniantion from the 


which were ordered, and resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Mesars. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 


Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bronson,, 


Buchanan, Cambreleng, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Orary, Cashman, Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, Farrington, 
isaac Fietcher, Poster, Fry, Gaitup, Grant, Gray, Giitin, 
Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Tuomas B. Jack- 
sim, Joseph Jobnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Loomis, James M. Mason, 
Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, 
MeCiure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Morris, Noble, Owens, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, 


Paynter, Phelps, Piumer, Potter, Pratt, Jonn H. Prentiss, || 


Rely, Mhett, Rives, Sheffer, Charlies Shepard, Sheplor, 
Spencer, Swearingen, Toucey, Towns, Vail, Vancerveer, 
Webster, Weeks, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and 
Yeit—89. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adame, Alexander, Heman Allan, Jolin 
W. Allen, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Casey, Chambers, Cheathain, 
Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cashing, Darlingtou, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dunn, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Riee Garland, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, 
Grantiand, Graves, Grenneli, Hatstead, Harlan, Harper, 
Hastings, Hawes, Heury, Herod, Hoffman, flopkins, Robert 
M.'T. Hanter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, William C. Johnson, 


Kennedy, Legare; Lincoln, Lyon, Matlory, Marvin, Samp- | 


son Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKenuan, Menefee, 
Mercer, Mitchet!. Matthias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Putnam, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shep- 
verd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stuart, 
Stone, J’aliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, 
Underwood, Albert 8. White, Join White, Lewis Wil- 
hams, Sherrard Williams, Joseph I,. Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—112. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The further consideration of the subject was 
cut off by the expiration of the morning hour. 
NAVY-YARD AT BROOKLYN. 
On motion of Mr. INGHAM, the House went 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, on a bill for extending and improving 
the navy-yard at Brooklyn, and for constructing 
a dry-dock at the same. 

Mr. PAYNTER moved to amend by adding 
** $100,000 for the construction of a dry-dock at 
Philadelphia.” 

On this amendment a long debate ensued, in 
which Messrs. PAYNTER, PICKENS, NAY- 
LOR, MALLORY, THOMPSON, CAMBRE- 
LENG, REED, PARMENTER, HOFFMAN, 
SERGEANT, and others participated. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved further to amend, by 


striking out all after the enacting clause, and in- | 


serting ** $100,000 for the construction of a dry- 
dock at Pensacola, Florida.’’ 


The debate was then continued by Messrs. | 


HOFFMAN, ELMORE, A. H. SHEPPERD, | 


PICKENS, PETRIKIN, THOMPSON, and 
STANLY; when 


Mr. EVANS, having obtained the floor, moved 


that the committee rise. 
Thecommittec then rose and reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with the tenth section of the de- 
posit act, accompanied by a statement showing 


the condition of the Citizens’ Bank of Louisiana, | 
which had been selected a depository of the Gov- | 
ertiment; which was laid on the table, and ordered 


to be printed. 

Also, the following message, in writing, from 
the President of the United States: 
To the House of Representatives : 

{ communicate to the House of Representatives, in com 
pliance with its resolution of the 3d instant, reports froin 
the Seeretary of State and War, containing all the inform- 
ation called for by said resolution now in possession of the 
Executive. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuineton, January 10, 1839. 


{The resolution called for information in rela- 


tion to an invasion of the southwestern frontier | 


by an armed force from ‘Texas. ] 
On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Farivar, January 11, 1839. 


Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, appeared in his place 
in the Sehate this morning. 

The PRESIDENT presented acommunication, 
in compliance with the tenth section of the deposit 


act of 1836, in relation to the selection of a de- || 


posit bank; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


| 


' 


President of the United States, in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of yesterday, relative 
to the agency of the Secretary of War in nego- 
tiating the sale of the bonds of the Bank of the 
United States; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. LUMPKIN presented a joint resolution of 


the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, 


directing their representation in Congress to use 
their efforts to effect the establishment of certain 
post routes; which was referred to the Commit- 


| tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. L. also presented a joint resolution from 


} 
| 





_Sanuary 1, 


| Mr. FULTON said: The bill under considers. 


_ tion passed the Senate at the last session, and } 


- . ag 
_ repeatedly failed for want of time to be acted oy 
in one House of Congress or the other, ‘T), 


ee rs . 
| justice of the measure is so manifest, that no One 


|| who understands it could find, he thought, ayy 


| the same source, requesting their representation | 
| to procure the passage of a law for compensation | 
for horses lost by the volunteers of General Nel- | 


son’s brigade in the Florida war; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| illegal destruction of their property by troops of | 


Mr. L. also presented a joint resolution from 
the same source, requesting their representation 
to procure the passage of a law for compensating 
citizens of Georgia for losses occasioned by the 


the United States; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Claims. 
Mr. NORVELLpresented acertificate of eleven | 


sailing masters on Lake Erie, as to the facility of 


| access tothe harbor of Brest; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Haz- 


ard Knowles; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a report made to the 
topographical bureau in 1834, of a survey of the 
harbor of Newburyport; which, on his motion, 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented certain documents; 


which were referred to the Committee on Com- | 


merce. 

Mr. SEVIER presented two memorials from 
settlers on public lands in the State of Arkansas; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of the exec- 
utrix of William D. Cheever, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof ; 
which was agreed to. 


Mr. SURANGE, from the Committee on the 


Judiciary, to which was referred the bill for the | 
relief of Daniel Goodwin, reported the same with- | 


out amendment, with a recommendation that the 
bill do not pass. 


REPORTS ADOPTED. 


The report from the Committee on Pensions | 


adverse to the petition of the widow of Colonel 


AlexanderThompson, was considered and adépt- | 


ed. 

The report from the Committee on Claims ad- 
verse to the petition of Joseph W. Paige, was 
considered and adopted. 

The joint resolution introduced yesterday by 


Mr. Rossriys, relative to the Smithsonian Insti- - 


tution, was considered and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, the appointment 
of the committee on the part of the Senate was 
devolved on the President. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. FOSTER gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
Andrew J. Johnson and Samuel Love. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. YOUNG, on leave, and in pursuance of | 


notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Samucl Ferguson; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. Y. also, on leave, and in pursuance of | 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of | 


James Dutton; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


CITIZENS OF ARKANSAS. 
The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of 


_ Arkansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 


uence of a treaty between the United States and 
hoctaw Indians, being taken up for considera- 
tion, and Mr. Morais having made some objec- 


|, tions to its passage, 


sufficient ground for opposition to it. The cis. 
/ cumstances under which the citizens who lost 
| their improvements in the country ceded to th» 
Choctaw tribe of Indians ask relief of the United 
States Government, are these: The Territory of 
Arkansas, as it was originally organized, extended 
forty miles west of the present western boundary 
of the State of Arkansas. During the existep,, 
of the territorial government, this strip of coun. 
try—a portion of it possessing great fertility, and 
being in a healthfal part of the country—belonged 
_ exclusively to the United States; but the jurisdic. 
| tion over it having been surrendered by the crea. 
tion of the territorial government, was organized 
into counties, and settled upon by an industrious 
and enterprising population, whe made valuable 
improvements, and opened up fine settlements jy 
| that remote and wild region; so much so that when 
these forty miles of territory, extending along the 
whole western berder of our State—at that time 
Territory of Arkansas—were ceded to the Choc. 
taws and Cherokees, some of the most flourishing 
settlements in the counties included in those lim. 
| its were broken up. Our citizens were forced to 
abandon their houses, and to leave behind them 
valuable tracts of cleared land, fit for cultivation, 
with comfortable dwellings, good fences, and aj] 
the conveniences requisite for farming purposes, 
and which were given up to the enjoyment of the 
Indians, who were removing into the country, 
The Indians who got the benefit of the labor and 
enterpriSe of those frontier settlers and meritorious 
citizens, had surrendered to the United Siates, 
in exchange for those improvements, a valuable 
country in the States east of the Mississippi; and, 
consequently, the United States received a valu- 
able consideration for those improvements, and 
are, therefore, justly indebted to those settlers for 
the losses and sacrifices they were compelled to 
make in giving up their homes, and removing 
from the country they had settled in, as a part of 
the Territory of Arkansas. 

Those settlers who lost their improvements by 
virtue of the Cherokee treaty, were remunerated 
by a grant of three hundred and twenty acres to 
each settler, made to them by Congress many 

'yearsago. At the time of the ratification of the 
Cherokee treaty, his colleague (who was then the 
delegate from the Territory) considered it so great 

a grievance, that he remonstrated against it in the 
most decided and spirited manner; and by way of 
compensating the sufferers, and to induce the in- 
habitants to abandon their settlements, Congress 
passed the act granting them three hundred and 
twenty acres, as he had already mentioned. 

The settlers who are sought to be provided for 
by the present bill, bad previously abandoned 
their improvements, under a treaty made with the’ 
Choctaws, for that part of the same strip of forty 
miles, (then a part of the Territory,) and which, 
by a treaty made in 1824, was ceded to that tribe 
of Indians. These sufferers were not provided 
for by the bill granting lands to the sufferers under 
the Cherokee treaty; and although their clam 
was certainly equally just and meritorious, yet 
owing to the procrastination of legislation in Con- 
gress, a bill for their relicf has never yet passed 
both Houses of Congress. 

The Committee on Public Lands, at the last, as 

also at this session, were not willing to reporta 
bill fur giving more thana quarter section of land 
to each of those sufferers; although those who 
had been previously provided for had received 
double that quantity. As, however, even this 
small remuneration is better than a total denial of 
justice and right, he was willing to accept this 
grant, rather than submit to a longer delay. _ 

He said that he felt satisfied, taking into view 
all the circumstances of the case, and considering 
the previous action of Congress in a similar in- 
stance, that no fair objection could be urged-to the 
passage of this bill; and he therefore hoped that 
the Senate would give the same decided vote in 
favor of this bill which it had given at the last 
session of Congress in favor of a similar bill. | 


COURT IN THE DISTRICT. 
|, The bill for amending an act entitled “An act 
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_ establishing @ criminal court in the District of | 

Columbia,” was informally passed over. 

JAMES H. CLARK. i 
The bill for the relief of James H. Clark was 
aken up, and after a diseussion, in which Messrs, 
WILLIAMS, of Maine, and SOUTHARD ad- 
yocated the passage of the bill,and Messrs. KING 
gad CALHOUN opposed it, it was laid on the 
ole for the purpose of taking up the special 


order. 


PUBLIC LANDS, 


The Senate resumed thie consideration of the 
pil] to provide for the reduction and graduation 
of the price of the public lands, and the bill was 
reported, as amended, to the Senate; when, the 
qyestion on concurring with the amendments made 
committee coming up, the first amendment was 
concurred in. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. BUCH- 
4NAN, CLAY of Alabama, BENTON, MOR- 
ais, NILES, PRESTON, RIVES, and WALK- 
ER, he question was taken on concurring in the 
anendment allowing the entry by actual settlers 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A bill for the retief of Philip Catner; 

A bilt for the relief of Isaac Miller; and 

A bill for the relief of Peter Samuel Jaccaid. 
Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 


Revolutionary Claims, reported the following bills; | 
which were read twice and committed: : ; : : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John D. Tre- || Calhoun, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
ville; and 


| made unfavorable reports on the petition of Rob- 
_ ert Carey, of New York, and the petition of Wil- 
| liam Brown; which were severally laid upon the | 
table. 


i: 


A bill for the relief of Richard Shubrick. 
Mr. HARLAN, from the same committee, | 


Mr. H. also, from the same committee, re- | 


| ported a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs- 


ut-law of Captain Frederick M. Bell, deceased; | 


| which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. GARLAND, from the Committee on Pri- | 


vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas M. Burland; which was read twice and 


| committed, 


On motion of Mr. PARKER, the Committee on 


Indian Affairs was discharged from the further 
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|| faulters, the latter to the defalcation of Samuel Swartwout, 
be printed for the use of this House. 


This branch of the resolution was agreed to— 
yeas 100, nays 82; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Alexander, John W. Alien, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, William B. 


Chambers, Cheathain, Childs, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Cor- 
win, Crabb, Cranston, Crockeu, Curtis, Cushing, Darling- 


|| ton, Dawson, Deberry, Dunn, Edwards, Eyans, Everett, 


Ewing, Fillmore, James Garland, Kice Garland, Giddings, 


Goode, William Graham, Grantland, Graves, Gremell, 


Hall, Harian, Harrison, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, 
Herod, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Jounson, Kennedy, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Mason, Samp- 
son Mason, Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, MeKonnan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Matthias Morris, Cal- 
vary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Potts, Prart, 
Sergeant 8S. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randoiph, Reed, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Smith, Snyder, 
Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Taliaferro, Thompson, 
Tillingbast, Toland, Albert 8. White, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrard Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Chaney, Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, 


of lands that have been fifteen years inthe market | consideration of the petition of Richard Brannin. 
at fifty cents per acre; which amendment was rc- On motion of Mr. BELL, a certain communi- 
solves 21, nays 23. cation from the Department of War in relation to 
* Mr. RIVES then moved to postpone the bill || the appointment of an agent to the Osages, was 
indefinitely. ' committed to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Vr. MORRIS, after some remarks, moved an || Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on Ter- 
adjournment, but withdrew it at the request of || ritories, reported a bill to define and establish the | 
Mr. WaxL, to enable him to make a report; when || eastern boundary line of the Territory of lowa; 
Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- ||} which was read twice and committed. 
ciary, to Which was referred the bill toreorganize || Mr. JONES, from the same committee, re- | 
the district courts of the United States in the State | ported a bill making appropriations to purchase | 
of Alabama, reported the same without amend- || a library for the use of the Legislative Council | 
ment. | and court of appeals of the Territory of Iowa; | 
The question was then taken on Mr. Morris’s || which was read twice and committed. 
motion to adjourn, and decided in the affirmative || Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
—yeas 25, nays 22; as follows: | lutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tueky, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Lumpkin, Mc- | 
Kean, Mesrick, Morris, ah ga Taeratee Pieets Rewwe, 
bai, aes, Sma of tuiann Souibart, SLAW, | sume a resolution | 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- || self without showing some attention to the sub- 
net ee as eee Lee, eee eae ject. 
Oorabetiont, Tipton, Walker, “Williatns Of Mississippi, Phe resolution was read as follows: 
Wright, and Young—22. : ' 
The Senate then adjourned over until! Monday | 
next, 


| on the table. 


apart for the consideration of House bill No. 546, entitled 
a bill granting an additional quantity of land for the loca- 
tion of revolutionary bounty land warrants. The said bill 
to take precedence of all other business*of that day. 


Objection was made to its reception. 
PUBLIC DEFAULTERS. 
The House then resumed the consideration of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Fripay, January 11, 1839. 
The SPEAKER having proceeded to call the | 


committees for reports, 
—ew —— of ee wa the || the resolution of Mr. Wise for the printing of 
sof of Chan - ‘Cail, raed h : nd a | twenty thousand extra copies each of documents 
cheiaaaiee alhoun; Which was read twice 1 No, 297 and No. 13, relating to the defaleations 
ne commitred. : \| of public officers. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the same committee, || °’ Mr. WHIT'TLESEY was convinced that five 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of || 


; , ; | thousand extra copies would be amply sufficient 
C. H. Beard and J. Gray; which was laid on the || P py 
table, ; : 


; oa ‘| and for the use of the public press; as, if twenty 
te ene from the a committee, || thousand were ordered, they would pot be suffi- 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of || He, therefore, 


| on the petition of Esther Culver; which was laid | 


Mr. CRAIG asked the favor of the House to | 
He could not excuse him- | 


Resolved, That the first Tuesday in February next be set | 


'| theunfinished business of the morning hour, being | 


|| for distribution among members of the House, | 


Crary, Cushman, Dayee, De Graff, Dromguole, Duncan, 
Farrington; Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Gray, Griffin, 
Haley, Hamer, Hawkins, Haynes, Hopkins, Howard, Hab 
ley, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, ‘Thomas B. Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Loomis, McKay, Robert Me- 
Clellan, Abraham McClellan, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pheips, Plumer, John H. Prentiss, Rhett, 
Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Spen- 
cer, Swearingen, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, 
| Weeks, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Wortington, 
and Yell—&®2. 
The question was then taken on the second 
branch, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to 
this Honse— 


depositaries of the public moneys, have taken place since 
the Ist of October, 1837; the names of the defaulters, and 
when and where it took place, and what amount. | 
2. What amount has been paid, or what balances appear- 
ing due from defaulters in the report of the 17th of January 
|| last, have been adjusted and reduced; and that he be re 
|| quired to report to this House all the correspondence toucl- 
|| ing defaleations of receivers and collectors of the pubtic 
money since the Department furnished document No. 297. 
| _ The question on this branch was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 185, nays 7. 


NAVY-YARD AT BROOKLYN. 


|| On motion of Mr. INGHAM, the House then 
went into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Banks in the chxir,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill for the 
improvement of the ee at Brooklyn, and 
the construction of a dry-dock at the same, with 
the amendments pending thereto. 

Mr. EVANS being entitled to the floor, spoke 
at some length, principally in reply to the re- 
| marks of Messrs. Tuompson and Exmone, of 
| yesterday. 
|” Messrs. LEGARE, TILLINGHAST, JEN- 
| IFER, THOMPSON, and KEIM continued the 
| debate. 
|| ‘Thequestion wastaken on theamendmenttothe 
|! amendment offered by Mr. Tuompson, proposing 


| 1. What defaleations by receivers and collectors, or other 





: ; : oF || cient for a general distribution. 
Easton and wife, representatives of Captain 

Robert D. Richardson, and the petition of A. B. | 
Wills; which were severally laid on the table. 


Mr. C. also, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a bill for the relief of 'Tacle Savage, admin- | 


istrator of Boltitia Laws, deceased; which was | 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. GLDDINGS, from the same committee, | 
reported the following resolution; which was | 
read and agreed to: 


_ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged | 
‘rom the further consideration of the petition of George B. | 


| **twenty thousand,” and inserting “ five thou- 





D, Peysters, and that the petitioner have leave to withdraw 
the papers. 


Mr. GIDDINGS also, from the same commit- | 
tee,ymade an unfavorable report upon tae memo- | 





nal of David R. Denham, and other citizens of 
the Territor 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, from the Committee 


on Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of | 


i 
| 
| 
| 


hn MeColgan; which was read twice and com- 
ited, 
Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Private 
nd Claims, reported the following bills; which 
oa — twice and committed, and ordered to be 
inted; 


A bill for the relief of W. B. Lindsay; 


of Florida; which was ordered to | 





| 
| 
} 


moved to amend the resolution by striking out | 


| 
sand,”’ 1 
Mr. MITCHELL thought sufficient time had | 
already been wasted on the subject. He would, | 
therefore, move the previous question. 
The call for the previous question being sec- | 
onded, it was ordered—yeas 71, nays 65—there- | 
by cutting off the amendment of Mr. Wurrtte- 
SEY. 

The question then recurred on ordering the 
main question. 
r. PETRIKIN moved to lay the whole sub- 

ject on the table. 
On that motion Mr. WISE demanded the yeas | 
and nays, but subsequently withdrew it. 
Mr. PETRIKIN inquired if it would be in | 
order to move a division of the question? 
The SPEAKER said it would. | 
Mr. PETRIKIN then demanded a division; | 
and the yeas and nays having been ordered, 
On motion of Mr. GRIFFIN, the question was | 
taken on the first branch of the resolution, in the 








| following words: 


| 
| 


Resolved, That the twenty thousand extra copies of Doc- 


Congress, and a like number extra of Document No. 13, 
of the present session, the former relating to the public de- 


ument No. 297, of the second session of the seen vee r 


| to appropriate $100,000 for the erection of a dry- 


dock at Pensacola; and it was decided in the neg- 


| ative. 


The question recurred on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Paynter, to appropriate $100,000 
fcr the establishment of a dry-dock at Philadel- 
phia; which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the en- 
acting clause of the bill; which was decided in 
the negative. 

The committee then proceeded to the consider- 
ation of the following bills: 

A bill (No. 573) to regulate the pay and emol- 
uments of pursers in the Navy; 

A bill (No. 572) toalterand regulate the Navy 
ration; 

A bill (No. 570) to authorize the purchase of 
two vessels to be employed as receiving vessels 
in the naval service; 

A bill (No. 571) for reducing, under one head 
of appropriations, various appropriations for 
building, rebuilding, purchasing, and repairing 
vessels of war, and for providing materials for 
the same; 

A bili (No. 525) for the payment of certain 
pensions heretofore paid out of the privateer pen- 
sion fund, and 

A bill (No. 526) to reorganize the marine corps 


on sat ne rey enna ti ast et en no - 





a 





: 
- 
: 
: 


the motion unul the reports of committees had 
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The committee, after spending some time in || been gone through with. To which suggestion 
the discussion of these various bills, rose and re- | Mr. A. acceded. 
ported to the House, without amendment, bills Mr. CLOWNEY, from the Committee on the 
No. 525, 570, and 571;and No. 572 and 573 with | Expenditures in the Department of War, made 
amendments; and thatupon bill No. 526 they had 
come to no decision. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER then Jaid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in com- 


liance with the act of Congress of the 20th of 
Bapeomsber, 1818, showing the names of the clerks 


tion: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- | 


Edward, (a minor,) as clerk in the Pension bureau, from | 


| of the said Samuel Lewis to refund the said sum of money, | 


. : . | with interest, that the Attorney General of the United | 
employed during the year 1838 in that Depart d he is hereby, instructed forthwith to institute | 


States be, an 
proper legal proceedings tor the recovery of the same. | 


General Land Office, in answer to a resolution of | eee et coe — that the report my 
the House of Representatives of the 31st ultimo, | 4. wise hoped oo this wae the rat report | 
calling for the quantity of lands ne a | made from that committee since he had been a 
Goneral Governmsent in that past of the Edwarde- | member of this House, it would receive the action | 
ville and Kaskaskia district in Hlinois, which || of the Faculte iniedintel 
comprises the at Bottom, and the number | Mr. CHAMBERS eaid he beid'nos Keaed the 
of years the said land has been subject to entry. ce er ae 2 aie 
> motion of Me. CASEY, relerved to. the torggertes read, and must persist in his motion; 
Committee on Public Lands and ordered to be || " Oy motion of Mr. CLOWNEY, it was made | 
printed. ; : | 
Aliso, a letter from the Secretary of the Treas-— ie JOLINSON: of Marylond, , 
ury, in compliance with an act of Congress, trans- || -ommittee appointed last session, and authorized | 
oe eee pean payments made |! +, continue during the present session, on the 
aero to law by the Treasury, during the subject of a national foundery, on leave, reported | 
wl 838. a ina Department, || Dill for that object. It was read twice, com- | 
So, @ statement of tie same hepartmen's || mitted, and made the order of the day for to-mor- 
showing the expenditures and receipts of the ||... 
marine hospital fund for the relief of sick and " | 
disabled seamen; which was laid on the table. BILLS REFERRED. 
On motion, the House adjourned. On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, the following | 
iemegietpenstst 4 | Senate bills on the Speaker’s table were taken up, 
\| read a first and second time, and referred: 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. — || ‘An act to relinquish to the State of Mississippi | 
Saturnpar, January 12, 1839. 


| the ten per cent. fund, arising from the sale of the | 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on || public lands. ; 
Commerce, reported a bill to grant a register to | An act further to regulate the transportation of | 
Simon Meneghatty. _ || the mail upon railroads. 
Mr. ©. said he wished to call the attention of | An act making appropriation for the support | 
the House to this bill. The individual for whose | of the penitentiary in the District of Columbia; 
benefit it is, purchased a foreign vessel, upon || together with several private bills. vial 
which it is his design to put repairs, after which | Also, a joint resolution of the Senate, asking | 
it is his intention to call upon the Secretary of the || the concurrence of the House, and the appoint. | 
Treasury to issue to him aregister. It being a | ment of a committee on its part to act with acom- 
foreign bottom, will require the passage of an act || mittee of the Senate, to consider the best means | 
for that purpose. He hoped the House would || of carrying into effect the objects of the Smith- | 
agree to have the bill disposed of. || sonian bequest. es 
Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired ifthe individual | On motion of Mr. GARLAND, the resolution | 
complied with the law,by expending three fourths | was concurred in, and the Speaker authorized to | 
of the original cost. || Appoint a committee, consisting of nine, on the | 
Mr. CUSHMAN said that the Secretary | part of the House. 
would not be authorized until the owner has ex- || 
pended upon it three fourths of the original cost. | 


ment, 
Also, a letter from the Commissioner of the || 


| 
; 


FALMOUTH AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 
The bill was then read twice, and ordered to be ae BOULDIN called the attention of the 
engrossed for a third reading. || House to an engrossed bill, then on the Speaker’s | 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Com- || table, relating to the incorporation of the Fal- | 
merce, made an unfavorable report upon the peti- | a — oeeeree ee Connery. He 
tion of Francis Watkins; and it was laid on the | stated that, since the bill had been ordered to its 
table. || third reading, he had received numerous commu- | 

Mr. M., from the same committee, made an || Nications on the subject in opposition to the bill. | 
unfavorable report on the petitions of Caleb | 0" that account, and with a view of considering | 
Williams and Stephen W. Hunt; and it was laid | the objection ee he moved a recommitment 
om the. table. _ of the bill to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the Committee on | Mr. rare ei a one 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further |: Ming the Dt os i ener saat weclbenten 2 erga 
consideration of the resolution of the House of || of Columbia, with the following instructions: | 
the 3ist December, in relation to the repeal of || To report a bill with all the reservations, restrictions, and | 


. : || provisions, contained in ** An act to authorize the exten- | 
the punishment by lashes and stripes in the Army || sion, construction, and use of a Jateral branch of the Bal- | 
and marine corps. |, timore and Ohio railroad into and within the District of | 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the || Columbia,” approved March 2,1831. And further, that said | 


Public Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill to || Committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || 


: D cans further amending said bill, to vide for the payment, by | 
provide for the erection of a fire proof building |) gaid railroad pcm to x oeapeeeinn ee on a 


for the use of the General Post Office Depart- | Washington, of ten cents, or some other sum, for each and | 


ment. i 


Mr. ADAMS suggested to his colleague that || prevent said railroad company from asking an unreason- 
he would, as chairman of the committee upon that | gle and exorbitant price for carrying the United States | 
subject, move to take up the joint resolution pro- || mail on said road. 


posing to pay the workmen engaged upon the | After a desultory debate, the amendment was | 


public buildings. He said they were suffering | rejected, and the motion of Mr. Bounpin agreed | 
deep distress in consequence of withholding their || to, 


pay; and unless it be taken up out of its order || So the bill was recommitted. 
he C 
upon the Calendar, by the consent of the House, . woncishe ost/rese TUSAGURY: 


it would not receive the action of the House this | : 
session, The claim isof such anaturethatthose ||) Mr. LINCOLN asked leave to submita motion | 
rsons concerned could recover it ina court of to call up for consideration the engrossed joint | 
aw. They are hard working mechanics, and | resolution for the relief of certain workmen em- | 
who are, no doubt, necessitated for the amount | ployed on the Treasury building. 
withheld from them. | Mr. CHAMBERS objected to the resolution | 
Mr. LINCOLN suggested to Mr. A. to delay || heving peecedenes of other euhjeats before | 


COLN then moved a suspension of | 


every passenger carried into or from said city of Washing- | 


! 
' 
} 


| 


quire from Samuel Lewis the repayment of the sum of} 
| 3800, improperly allowed to him for the services of his son || of Documents Nos. 54 and 69, 


| July, 1818, to July, 1819, together with interest from the | 
| day he received the same; and upon the refusal or negleet | the late defa 


|| to enable him to submit his resolution. 


| Messrs. TALIAFERRO, HAYNES, 


64, nays 79. 


ton, on said road ; and also to make such provisions as will | 


1 





_ January 12, 
“the rules to enable him to submit his motion, hy 
| subsequefitly withdrew it, upon the understang. 
_ ing that no objection would be made to the resoly, 


‘| Gon when it should come up in its regular Order 
a report, accompanied by the following resolu- | : 


DEFALCATION OF SWARTWOUT. 
| Mr. CURTIS asked leave to submit a rego), 
| tion for the printing of twenty thousand eo ~ 
communicated b 
the re of the Treasury on the subject a 

cation of Samuel Swartwout, to 
| printed with the documents already ordered by 
the House. . 
Objection being made, 

Mr. CURTIS moved a suspension ofthe rules, 
On that motion Mr. SMITH demanded th, 
yeas and nays; which being ordered, were—yeag 


|| 107, nays 77—not two thirds. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


| Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that oy 


| Tuesday next he should ask the House to cop. 
| sider some of the appropriation bills. 


| PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

| The House then proceeded to the consideration 
| of bills on the Private Calendar, being engrossed 
bills and joint resolutions entitled: 

| <A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
| Captain Thomas Triplett; 

| A bill for the relief of Smith and Town, 

| A bill for the relief of Levi Chadwick; 

A joint resolution authorizing an examination 
| and payment of the claims of the workmen upon 
| the public buildings; 

| A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 


|| Charles Brown, deceased; 


A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 

| Captain Frederick M. Bell; and 
bill to authorize the issuing of a register to 

Anthony C. Meneghatty, of the brig Sarah. 

Which bills and joint resolutions were severally 

read the third time, and passed. 
| ‘he House then proceeded to consider the bills 
| on the Speaker’s table, which had been reported 
| from the Committee of the Whole, and were on 





|| their third reading. 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Thomas Glascock. 

The question was on concurring with the Com- 
mittee of the Whole in striking from this bill so 
much as proposed to give interest upon commu- 
tation. 

The amendment of the committee was advo- 
cated by Mr. CUSHMAN, and opposed by 


NDER- 
WOOD, and CRAIG. 
| Said bill was then read the second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Larkin Smith was next 
taken up; and after a debate, in which Messrs. 
CRAIG and HALL participated in opposition 
to, and Mr. TALIAFERRO in favor of, its en- 
grossment, the question was taken thereon by 

eas and nays, on the demand of Mr. WIL- 

IAMS, of North Carolina, and rejected—yeas 


A bill for the relief of William Madison was 
next taken up. 

A debate of considerable length took place upon 
this bill, in which Messrs. TALIAFERRO and 
BANKS advocated, and Messrs. HALL, UN- 


|| DERWOOD, and CRAIG opposed, its passage; 


after which, ; 

The question was taken, whether said bill should 
be engrossed for a third reading; and decided in 
It is consequently rejected. 
| The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
| munication from the Secretary of War, in com- 
pliance with an act of Congress, transmitting & 
statement of the number of clerk8 employed in 
that Department during the year 1838; which was 
laid on the table. 

Also, a communication from the same Depart- 
ment, in answer to a resolution of the House, re- 
lating to the defalcation of General Gratiot. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked leave, and pre- 
sented to the House a letter from General Gratiot, 
which had been addressed to him, giving his ver 
sion of his transactions with the Government; 

which letter, at the request of Mr. U., was ordered 
| to be printed, in connection with the report from 
the Secretary of War. 
| On motion of Mr. WISE, the House then 
, adjourned: ; 


| the negative. 
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LN SENATE. 
Mowpar, January 14, 1839) 


Mr. Curnsert, of Georgia, Mr. WessteR, of | occasions, to resort to the great republican prin- 
Massachusetts, and Mr. Srence, of Maryland, || ciple of instruction, it has spoken out in bold, 











lutions to the doctrine of inatunitinnes: Phase ti 
ever (said Mr. B.) the General Assembly of 


North Carolina has thought proper, on former 








appeared in their places in the Senate this morn- , frank, and unequivocal language. It has, by | 
ing. _ |} direetly instructing the Senators representing the 
The PRESIDENT presented acommunication | State, taken the responsibility on itself of the vote 
from the moat s the Treasury, transmitting | which it commanded them to give. A positive 
astatementof the Register of the Treasury, show- | command, by instructions, from the Legislature 
ing the payments made during the year 1838, not \ of a State to its Senators to give a particular vote, 
otherwise provided for; which was jaid upon the || places the vote under the control of the Legisla- | 
able, and ordered to be printed. | ture, and is, in effect, the vote of the power com- 
Also, a. communication from the Secretary of || manding it; thereby taking from the Senator all 


War, transmitting a statement of the names and 1 discretion, and consequently relieving him of all 
| responsibility to the people of the State. The 


compensation of the clerks sapleyes in that De- 
3 | Legislature, therefore, does not take on itself the 


partment during the year 1 which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. responsibility of the Senator’s vote unless it in- 


Also, a communication from the Secretary of || structs him. On the contrary, if it declines to in- 





War, transmitting a report from the Chief Engi- || struct him, it declines taking the responsibility 
neer respecting works of improvement in harbors; || of his vote, and therefore has no right to expect 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be || him to express their opinions when they refuse 
printed. - ht to take on themselves the consequences of his 
Also, a communication from the Secretary of || vote to the people of the State. The Legislature | 
the Navy, transmitting the names and compensa- || of North Carolina has long since established the 
tion of the clerks employed in that Department || principle that they had the right to instruct; and 
during the year 1838; which was laid upon the || so essential has the employment of that word 
table, and ordered to be printed. tony | been considered to the efficacy of resolutions of || 
Also, acommunication from the Commissioner || instruction, that the Republicans of that State 
of the Patent Office; which was referred to the || have invariably employed it on all great occa- | 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. | sions when they intended to command the votes | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL‘ GLOBE. 


| those who have onl 
' carried out the will of those under whose com- 
| mands they have performed the act required to 
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to commit themselves, by their acts, to the doc- 


| trine of instruction. 


The resolutions did not merely omit to instruct, 
but they contained, on their face, expressions 


| which constituted a direct attack on that great 


fundamental princinle of the republican creed. 


| They declare that act of the Senate of the United 
| States, expunging from its Journals the condem- 


natory resolution against President Jackson, to 


have been ** an act of party servility, caleulaled to 


degrade the Senate.’’ 

Mr. B. said, so far as his own vote had had 
any agency in carrying into effect that just sen- 
tence, vindicatory of the Constitution and the 
liberties of the people, both of which had been 
wantonly assailed in the unauthorized and unjust 
sentence against the Chief Magistrate of the na- 


| tion, that he had acted under resolutions passed 
|| by the Legislature of his State commaniing it to 
| be done. 
| Legislatures of the Union had also passed similar 
instructions to their Senators. 
| doctrine of instruction be correct, what power is 


He believed a majority of the State 
If, therefore, the 
there that can rightfully arraign the motives of 


acted in obedience to it, and 


be done? To impeach, therefore, the motives of 


| those, thus acting under instructions, is a direct 


attack on the principle of instruction, and, in 


RESOLUTIONS OF NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. BROWN said he rose to present to the 
Senate certain resolutions which had been adopted 
by the General Assembly of the State of North 
Carolina, at their late session, expressive of their 
views and opinions in regard to some of the im- 
portant measures and questions of public policy 
which have been, and now are, pending before 
the country. However uncourteous some of the 
language was in refarence to a late act of this 
body, which it had performed in the exercise of 
its high constitutional powers, and profoundly as 
he regretted that expressions derogating from the 
respect due this body were embraced in the res- 
olutions, yet he could not hesitate, in obedience 
to a proper sense of respect to the Legislature of 
his State, to offer them, in compliance with the 
request contained in one of the resolutions. 

hi was alike due to himself, to his constituents, 
and to the importance of the occasion itself, to 
state very explicitly the view he took of the res- 
olutions, and the course which high considera- 
tions of public duty required that he should pur- 
sue in regard to them. He felt the deep respons- 
ibility under which he acted, and had given to the 


‘subject that anxious deliberation which its public 


importance, and the great questions of publig in- 
terest involved in it, demanded. 

In regard to most of the resolutions, it would 
realily be perceived that the opinions expressed 
in them directly conflict with the course which he 


had heretofore pursued on the measures of public || 


policy to which they refer, and that a principle is 
asserted in one of them, in regard to a question 


of constitutional power, entirely at variance with || 
his vote on the resolution ordering the expunction 
of the condemnatory resolution passed against || 


President Jackson, for removing the public de- 
its from the late Bank of the United States, 


n relation to extravagant expenditure and Exec- '| Journals of the 


uuve patronage, referred to by two others of the 
resolutions, his votes would mostabundantly prove 
that his whole course had been, since honored 


with a seat in that body, to diminish both as far | 


48 t was practicable for him to do so. 
Having very briefly adverted to the political 


character of the resolutions, the next inquiry pressly, and in plain language, instructed. 
which presents itgelf for consideration is, whether || 


they are to be viewed by my honorable colleague 
and myself as instructions, or as the mere ex- 
pressions of the opinions of the Legislature, leav- 
ang to us a discretionary power in exercising our 
, gments on the subjects to which they relate. 

hat they are not to be considered as instructions 
the proofs, to his mind, were clear and irresisti- 
ble. They do not, on their face, profess to in- 
“ruet, but, on the contrary, that word, or any 
other of mandatory import, is omitted with the 
most guarded caution; omitted, no doubt, not by 
tccident, but by design. What could have been 
the intention for omitting it? The motive clearly 
vas Rot to commit the party passing these reso- 


| 
| 
| 


| term to the Representatives in Congress, over 


| effect, a denial of the right to instruct. 
| of their Senators. | Butin order to have all dowbt removed as to 
Mr. B. said, in referring tothe Journals of the | the intention of those who passed them, his hon- 
| Senate, he perceived that the late venerable Mr. | orable colleague and himself had addressed a re- 
| Macon, then a member of this body, had pre- | spectfulcommunication to the Legislature of their 
| sented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of | State,asking to be informed if the resolutions were 
| North Carolina, at their session in 1816, instruct- ,| to be taken as instructions. We had publicly de- 
| ing their Senators to endeavor to procure certain | clared that we would obey or resign, if instructed. 
amendments to the Constitution in relation to the | We considered that to have done either, ander 
| mode of electing Presiaent and Vice President of | resolutions*not containing instructions, was not 
| the United States. The Legislature which adopted | required by our pledge, and would have been a 
| them resolved, in one of the resolutions, ‘‘ that | manifest dereliction of public duty, under all the 
| our Senators in the Congress of the United States | circumstances. We desired, then, proper ground 
| be instructed, and our Representatives be re- | to stand on. If we resigned, we wished to do so 
| quested, to endeavor to obtain the said amendment | under the great ape of instruction, and not 
| to the Constitution of the United States.”? At | under resolutions in which it was not recognized. 
| the succeeding session of the Legislature of North | The Legislature, hus candidly and respectfully 
Carolina the same resolutions were again adopted, | appealed to, have refused in terms not very cour- 
and again asserted, in the same language, the right | teous, to give any further information as to the 
of instruction. That the General Assembly then | question of instruction. : 
| considered mandatory language as essential to'| When the issue was thus fairly presented, we 
| instructions is most strikingly obvious, from the | had a right to expect, on every principle of can- 
marked distinction between the terms employed | dor, an emphatic expression of opinion, one way 
by them in the resolutions to the Senators and | or the other, in regard to the intentions of the 
the Representatives in Congress. The former | Legislature on the question of instruction. If 
are expressly ‘‘ instructed,’’ the latter are merely | they had asserted their intention to instruct, I 
‘* requested,’’ to perform their will. It is, there- || was prepared,as is known to many of my friends, 
fore, perfectly clear, from the use of the latter || instantly to have surrendered to them the public 
|| trust which I hold. They, however, again decline 
whose votes the Legislature never professed to || to assert the principle of instruction, in the reso- 
| have any control, that a mere expression of opin- | lution passed by them, and thus afford clear and 
ion, unaccompanied by instructions never was | unquestionable proof that they do not intend to 
viewed by them as obligatory on those to whom | commit themselves to the doctrine. Which of the 
they were addressed. 


This great right had been || parties had acted in good faith—those addressing 


repeatedly since asserted, and exercised in the || the communication, and soliciting an expression 


same language of command, to tlieir Senators by of opinion ona plain question to which an answer 
successive Legislatures of North Carolina, from || was easy, and which they deemed important to 
the period just referred to down to its session of | the public liberty, as well as to the regulation of 
1834, when they reasserted and exercised, in pos- | their own conduct, or those who had declined to 
|| sitive and unequivocal language, the right of in- | answer it? He would appeal to the honest and 
|| struction on the question of ex unging from the | intelligent judgment of his constituents to decide. 
Gareen of the United States the | When, therefore, he took into view the cireum- 
| resolutions condemnatory of President Jackson. stances which formed a part of the history of the 
The long continued practice, therefore, of the | resolutions—the guarded caution with which the 
Legislature of that State in regard toinstructions, | party passing them avoided committing them- 
shows very conclusively that whenever they have | selves on the record to the right of instruction, 
| intended to take all discretion from their Senators | and the open and avowed hostility of some of 
in regard to any particular vote, they have ex- | those voting for the resolutions to the doctrine of 
| instruction, the direct attack on that great prin- 
Mr. B. said he held, when resolutions directly || ciple itself, on the face of the resolutions, and the 
| instructing had passed a legislative body, that it | refusal of the Legisiature, on a candid appeal 
| was not competent to go beyond the instructions | made to them, to assert the right—the most irre- 
themselves to ascertain the meaning of the Legis- } sistible proof is afforded, by positive acts, that 
lature; but when instructions were not given, on || they (the Legislature) did not intend to recog- 
the face of the resolutions, that it was competent / nize the right of instruction; and if not, on what 
to look beyond them to arrive at the intentions of | principle of honor, or by what right, either moral 
those passing them. He adverted to an amend- | or political, can it be expected that they will be 
ment offered in both branches of the Legislature, || considered and acted on by others as instruc- 
when the resolutions were before them, propos- || tions? 
ing to insert the word ‘‘ instruct,’’ and which was | The resolutions profess to epeak the will of the 
| rejected by the unanimous vote of the friends of || people. If they were instructions, he admitted 
the resolutions, in both instances. This act, in that they would be obligatory in the fullest sense 
his opinion, was decisive of the —-> and | of the term; but they were not, and did not pro- 
| proved that those who passed them did not intend | fess to be, and therefore the question, as respects 
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great principle of popular liberty. 


to them, is open to the freest inquiry. He did | 
not, himself, believe that they expressed pablic | 
opinion as to many of the important topics on 
which they undertake todeclare it. He believed 
the people of the State had heard with utter sur- 
prise that the subject of the expunging resolu- | 
tions had been introduced, 
had not been brought before them at the election, 
and therefore could not have been anticipated. 
Again, he did not believe they expressed public | 
opinion, as no question bad ever been brought | 
more directly and immediately before the people 

of North Carolina than that was, at the elections 
in 1834, involving the course of President Jack- 
son in regard to the Bank of the United States, 


and the justice of expunging the sentence pro- | 


nounced against him from the Journals of the 
Senate. : 
The Legislature, at its session of 1834, in obe- 
dience to that public will, commanded their Sen- 
ators, by express instructions, to vote for it. The 


people elected two successive Legislatures which | 
ratified and reaflirmed, in effect, that decision, as | 
the resolutions remained unrevoked by them. It | 


would, therefore, be in derogation of the well 
known political consistency of the people of North 
Carolina to suppose that a decision so well con- | 
sidered, and so deliberately made, had been re- | 
versed by them. No President had ever been | 
more strongly sustained than was President Jack- 
son, at three suceessive clections, by the people | 
of that State, whose well-earned fame the resolu- 
tions which the Legislature had passed aimed so 
strong a blow at. He could not, therefore, admit 
that his constituents had abandoned their long- 
cherished political attachments, and were prepared 
to aid in sacrificing the public character of the 
honest soldier and patriot statesman. He could 
not consent, therefore, to record, by*his vote, a 
sentence so derogatory to the people and to the 
Legislature of 1834, to whose favor he was in- 
debted for his reélection. To resign would, in 
his opinion, be a tacit admission, on his part, that 
the people had changed their opinion on this ques- | 
tion, and an acquiescence in the charge of incon- 
sistency against them, (which itinvolved,) which 
he should consider it a departure from his duty 
to do, unless acting under jastructions that lett 
him no other alternative. . 

He had declared, in his speech on the constitu- 
tional Treasury, and on other occasions, that, if | 
instructed by his Legislature, he would obey or 
resign. He had used the word in that sense which | 
conveys a meaning universally acted on and un- | 
derstood by the Republican party of this country; 
and had likewise asserted it, in his speeches, to 
be a duty, in the absence of instructions, to pursue 
the dictates of his own judgment. In the absenee 
of instructions, therefore, his decision as to the 
present resolutions, which did not recognize, in 


lt was a topic that | 


| structions, and should be irresponsible to the | very far, beyond my deserts; and I have ¢ 








people, as they would no doubt quote these very | 


i 


i 


resolations to prove that instractions were no part |) 


of their political creed. It would, therefore, he 
repeated, be, in effect, an attack on the doctrine 
of instruction, if we acquiesced in them either by 
obedience or resignation, and would be a surren- 
der of a great een of public liberty. Thas 


we should be placing in the hands of a political | 


party, already denying the right of instruction 
and asserting other dangerous doctrines in regard 
to popular rights, an immense engine to beat down 
those rights, 


lt was placing in their hands an | 


instrument which would serve as a sword to use | 


against their political adversaries, and would at 
the same time be used asa shield to shelter and 
protect themselves, when in power, from instruc- 
tions. He, therefore, should consider the aban- 


as an abandonment of his duty to the people | 


whom he represented, and as betraying a want 
of firmness to meet the crisis. He could not re- 
spect himself if he were to do it, and he sincerely 
trusted that his highminded and intelligeut con- 
stituents would appreciate his motives and the 
delicacy of his situation. He had been sustained 
by them with a firmness and fixedness of pur- 
pose, fora period of more than nine years, through 


many trying and difficult events in public affairs, | 


that impressed him with an indelible sense of 
gratitude. 

He had never sought office nor desired it for 
himself; nor had any of those connected with him 
ever, through his means, enjoyed office under this 
or the past Administration. He, therefore, ap- 
pealed to his constituents to decide how far the 
charge of ‘* party servility’’ applied to him, or to 
his public course. lu order to remove all doubts 


as to the motives which actuated him, and to | 


show that he desired his public course should be 
tested by the popular will of his State, at the first 
State elections which intervened, he had come to 


the determination to resign his seat in the Senate | 


of the United States to the next Legislature of his 


State, when they should Assembie, for the residue | 


of his term then remaining. 
Mr. B. said that he felt deeply, and to its fullest 
extent, the great responsibility of his present sit- 


uation. But at a great crisis in our public affairs, | 


when the very existence of free Government was 
at stake, when an evident effort was making to 
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public opinion, as well as every other in relation Gin seine ie eee nes 
| golde ar be my merits 





Njoy, i 
rom ’ 
sorts ef people. Though not a native of ,) 
State, there has my heart found the objects of ins 
tenderest affections, and thither does it turn . 


_stinctively when that magic word “ home” »),, 


| within it those holy associations which no ¢ 


| advice, I should unhesitatingly follow that coup. 
donment of his post, ander such circumstances, || 


> the r 
word has power toawaken. Coming, then, fro, 


such a source, how gladly would I have fou, 
myself able to follow in any direction to whic, 
they might point ! how cheerfully have repos. 
upon such a counselor, and thrown off the mp. 
sponsibility of acting upon my own fallible jude. 
ment! Had these resolutions been couched \) 


| terms of command, no alternative would hay, 


been left me but obedience or resignation. Comino 
as they do, merely in the language of counse| o, 
sel could 1 do so consistently with my sense of 
duty and my own eelf-respect. But the first tw, 


| of these resolutions counsel me to that whieh po, 


all the terrors of an auto de fe could induce me tp 
perform. Gracious heaven! to place upon the 


_ everlasting records of my country my own dee. 


laration that had violated her Constitution, ypoy 
the infamous motive of party servility! No! 
sooner would I bite off my tongue, and spit it back 
in the faces of those who had aieteled such in- 
famy, however Ingh and dignified the stations 
they might fill. No! conscious as | am of having 


| been actuated in what I did by motives the hig). 


est, the purest, the most patriotic, I am proud to 


| have my name associated with the act, and am 
| content that posterity may judge of me by it alone, 


Mistaken I may have been, but never was cor. 
ruption further from my heart. If those wer 


| corrupt who did the deed, what were the Legis. 
_latures of the noble States who commanded it to 


be done? I myself, in the part [ acted, but con. 
formed to the express instructions of the Legis. 
lature of North Carolina. A Legislaturé elected 


| when that question was distinctly before the 


' elected. 


people; and, notwithstanding those instructions 
were given, a Legislature a majority of which 
was favorable to those instructions was again 
1 could not, therefore, with proper re- 


| spect to the Legislature and people of North Car- 


stripthe people of their political sovereignty, and, | 


in effect, to transfer it to the banking corporations || conduct of those who passed them. 


of the country, he should dare to do his daty. | 
To falter under such circumstances, and in such | 
a crisis, and to shrink from a just responsibility | 


from a fear of consequences, would, while it be- 
trayed an unbecoming timidity, be treachery to 


those who had committed to him their dearest | 


rights and interests. His course, therefore, was 


taken, and it was for his constituents to decide on | 


any part of them, that right, was entirely consist#*it; and to that decision he was prepared to yield | 


ent with his often-repeated declarations on that 
subject. 

‘The course which his colleague and himself 
felt bound to take, from a high sense of public 
duty, on this occasion, involved not simply the 
question of what was due to themselves and their 
own principles—not simply a question of mere 
party ascendency, but it involved questions of far 
more transcendant importance. It involved a 
If they re- 
signed their seats, they indirectly aided in attack- 
ing the great fundamental right of instruction, 
which the resolutions, on their face, not only at- 
tacked, as the had already shown, but, by their | 
unquestionable tendency, went to overthrow. 
They, in effect, as he had shown, contained a 
denial of that doctrine. For us, therefore, to 
acquiesce in them, by obedience or resignation, | 
would aid in subverting a principle long conse- | 
crated in the Republican creed. If they suffered | 
themselves, by indirection, to be driven from the 
post which the public had assigned them, he 
could not permit himself to doubt that the very 
party that had passed the resolutions, would 
— to them to prove that their political friends 
vad never admitted the doctrine of instruction. 
We should thus be accessory to the establish- 
ment of the doctrine that the people, through their | 
Legislature, had no right to instruct. We sbould 
thus contribute to establish the doctrine that Sen- 
ators of the Federal party, if hereafter elected 
from the State, would be Lonel to disobey in- 


with entire deference. 


Mr. STRANGE said: It is with great reluc- | 


tance, Mr. President, that | occupy the public 
time and attention of the Senate, upon matters 
which seem properly to rest between our constit- 
uents and my colleague and myself. Two con- 
siderations, however, prompt me to oceupy a 
portion of both. The one is, the established prac- 
tice, 80 faras lam able to judge, prevailing in this 
body, on like occasions; and the other, its being, 


in my judgment, the most convenient and respect- , 


ful mode of throwing immediately before our con- 
stituents our purposes, with a short statement of 
the reasons which govern us. 
one of the most responsible positions | have ever 
occupied, and my anxious wish has been so to 


I find myself in | 


act as to insure, at least, the unwavering appro- | 
bation of my own conscience. From my political | 


adversaries, | have learned to know, by sad cx- 
perience, that | have no favor to hope for, and 
not even justice to expect. Act as I may, my 


conduct will be misrepresented and my motives , 


impeached. Even from my political friends, 1 


have reason to apprehend division in their judg- | 


ment of my course, while I know they will do jus- 


lice to my motives. 


The resolutions just read come from a soarce 
entitled to my highest respect and most deferential 
consideration, They are from the Legislature of 
a State to which Fam deeply indebted, ways with- 


/out number. Though but an adopted son of that 
State, she has heaped upon me kindnesses far, 


olina by whose command the act was done, cen- 
sure it in the manner proposed, if there was 
nothing else to restrain me. 

Far be it from me, in thus remarking upon the 


| resolutions, to impeach the motives or impugn the 


My own 
opinion is, that family quarrels should never be 
carried beyond the paternal domain; and, if | have 
anything to complain of in the temper, language, 
or substance of these resolutions, on a different 
theater will that complaint be made. Here, at 
leasg, itis my wish and my purpose always to 
speak respectfully of those whém the people of 
North Carolina shall see fit to elevate to high 
places. 

The terms of the resolution having placed con- 
formity to them entirely out of the question, tt 
remaitis to be considered what is my alternative 
course. Were I at liberty to consult the sug- 


| gestions of impassioned personal pride, I should 


certainly resign, It is always easier to retreat 
from a difficulty or danger than to encounter It, 
and abide the issue. Whena man gets into 4 


| political difficulty, the shades of private life have 


many attractive charms, and upon them he isapt 
to cust a wishful eye. For my part, I acknowl: 
edge that | feel myself ina political difficulty, 
from which | would willingly retreat, if 1 might 
do so with propriety. But the question 1s one of 
duty simply, and not of choice. If it is not my 
duty to resign, it is my duty to remain here. One 
or theotheris clearly obligatory on me; and which, 
is the question? As I said befave, had these res- 


olutions becn couched in the language of com- 
mand, obedience or resignation would have bee! 
my duty. I accepted the trust I now hold, under 


the full knowledge that those who sent me her 
expected me to obey instructions when received, 
or resign. Such is the creed of the political par'y 
that elected me, and I should disappoint their ex- 
pectations if | refused to act upon that principle: 


| but, on the other hand, I should be guilty of treach- 


| ery to them if, upon any other ground thana high 


sense of duty, I surrendered the post to which 
they have assigned me. If the legislative elec- 
tions in North Carolina were shortly to occu’, 


my position would be elear of all difficulty. I 
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loved would atonce, atthe close of this session, return | used in an address by the Legistature of a State Mr. BROWN said he spoke of one of the res- 
m « pack to the people the trust | hold, to be con- | to its Senators in Congress, “Phese facts were all olwtions: but, emanating as they did from the 
f th ferred by them according to their pleasure. But | known tothe Legislature of North Carolina, which Legislature of his State, in no possible eontin- 
Of ity in the long interval to ensue before another elec- | passed the resolutions under consideration. geney could he have refased to present them. 
N in. tron in that State, very calamitous results might, Was, then, the omission of the word uniformly Mr. CLAY said, if there was indecoram, it 
 Btirs in MY apprebension, attend an inmediate resig- used bythe Legislatures heretofore, when they | was his duty, under the rules of the Senate, not 
Othey pation. Every man Knows thata most import- | designed direct action upon their Senators, anac- to present the resolutions, 
from ant political struggle is now going on inthe land, | cidental or whimsical omission merely; and was . Mr. BROWN said there was a very marked 
‘ound pregnant, as all admit, with the most interesting | it intended or believed that those used would be — difference between the Legislature of a sovereign 
rhieh consequences. Each party is full of hope, and | coeflicient? I have not the slightest idea that it State and individuals on this subject. 
208ed expects victory in the issue, A feather mayturn | was. Inthe first place, the known belief of many Mr. CLAY said he was not aware there was 
1 Pe. the scale. The diminution of force on one side, | who voted for these resolutions that the Legisla- — any such distinction in the rules; and if the Le- 
jude. or a slight accession on the other, may decide | ture has no right to instruct Senators, and con- — gislature of a State uses disrespectful lanruage, 
ed in the controversy. And shall I cast a feather into | sequeutly that there is no obligation on Senators it is no more to be received than if it were from 
have the scale of my adversaries? It is my duty to | to obey, forbids the idea. ‘They could not have a private citizen. But the Senators gave as a 
ning, stand here, and do my utmost in advancementof | intended what they believed they had no right to reason for not complying with the resolutions of 
el or those principles which I hold sacred. Itis my | do. Such a suspicion would, Lam persuaded,do the Legislature, that they did not contain the 
‘oun. duty, if for no other reason but to keep those out | them greatinjustice. The just conclusion is, that word “ instruct.’”’ He thought it was infinitely 
eof who would certainly be sent in my place. [ know | they meant to do just what they have done—the more respectful to those receiving the instruc- 
t two there are many men of both parties in North expression of their belief that public opinion is — tions, not to use the word “ instruct.”? Sir, sup- 
h not Carolina who are better qualified than myself to | what they set forth in those resolutions to be their — pose I say tomy man Charles, * please bring me 
Ne to filthis station. But of the many able sons of || own opinions; believing, most justly, that while omy boots or shoes:’? he does it with alacrity. 
n the North Carolina who differ with me in poltical | theyhadnorighttocommand,theiropinions would But if | should say, ** Charles, | instruct you to 
dee. opinions, and for whom | have the highest per- || be most respectfully considered by their Senators. | bring me my boots,’’ he would think it strane 
upon sonal respect, L should reluctantly see any one |) The omission of the word * instructions’? was language, and very probably would ask me fou 
No! here at the present moment. ‘Those who sent |, designed. And why? Because it was well known an explanation. Mr. C. said, while the Sena- 
back me here, therefore, have a right toexpect that || thata peculiarforce and signification was attached | tors expressed their disinelimation so strongly to 
h in- will maintain my post, unless driven from it by |, to it, and an operation given to it which they did | obeying these instructions, they seemed alto- 
tions some paramount principle, and thatd do notaban- | not approve, aud therefore did not wish to sanc- — gether to overlook that there was an alternative 
Wing don it ina cowardly manner, upon the occurrence | tion by its use. That the omission was designed — presented to them—that of resignation. 
high. of the first difficulty. ‘here is but one greatand | is further proved by the fact, which is a matter of Mr. STRANGE replied, that he certainly felt 
ud to paramount principle which can be for a moment |) history, that in both Houses a proposed amend- much indebted to the Senator from Kentueky 
dam supposed to demand my resignation; and that is || ment by its insertion was rejected. Butto place [Mr. Cray] for the advice he had seen proper to 
lone, the doctrine of instruction.. Upon that doctrine || the matter beyond all doubt, my colleague and | volunteer on the present occasion. But it had 
cor- my colleague has fully and ably enlarged. | myself addressed a joint letter to the Legislature || been very long since it had been his wont to look 
were Am I, then, by any creed upon that subject, | —not inquiring what effect they intended their | for political information from that quarter. On 
egis- placed in a situation to render my resignation a | resolutions to have; not implying a doubt which | the contrary, he viewed the Senator from Ken- 
it to duty? Of the political party of which a majority | we did not entertain—but openly declaring what | tucky, with all his talents, rather as a beacon than 
con- of those who voted for these resolutions consti- |, we firmly believed, that we should not hold them | a guide, and when a course was indicated by him, 
eL18- tute a part, it is a principle that there is no right | as instructions; at the same time declaring our generally considered it a reason for shunning, 
ected in the Legislature to instruct, and, consequently, | purpose to obey or resign, should we beinstructed. | rather than pursuing it. It was not, therefore, 
» the no obligation on the part of the Senator either to |, This letter was written in the most perfect sin- | to be considered at all remarkable if his sugges- 
tions obey or resign. No complaint, therefore, can be | cerity and good faith. I care not who may think — tions, on the present occasion, should have but 
thich made by them of any course which we may think | proper to question it. I can appeal to God and | little weight. The Senator is pleased to say that 
wain roper to adopt. Of the political party to which || my own conscience for my truth. he considers my complaint, that | have neither 
r Tes have been attached, the creed is to be found in | jut it is also known to friends here, to whom favor nor justice to expect from my political op- 
Car- Mr. Leigh’s celebrated report in the Virginia | I declared my determination to resign if my con- || ponents, a little gratuitous. No man knows bet- 
cen- Legislature, and in the uniform practice of all || straction of the solutions was pronounced erro- | ter where the shoe pinches than he who wears it. 
was those Legislatures who have attempted any efli- || neous. It was not so pronounced... We received | The Senator knows‘nothing of the ground upon 
cient action in Federal affairs. In the document || no answer to our communication, The vindica- | which this complaint is made, and has, therefore, 
n the before mentioned it is said, ‘‘Senators are in- || tion of my sincerity in addressing that letter, | no right to say whether it is gratuitous or not. 
nthe structed, and Representatives requested;”’ and it || therefore, presents a strong consideration against | He (Mr. 8.) had said, that sad experience had 
own goes on to give the reason for this difference of || resignation. If | resign now, it may be justly || warned him not-to expect either favor or justice 
r be language, that over the one a right to command | said that when | wrote my letter to the Legisla- || from his political opponents—and he said so truly. 
have is claimed, and towards the other the mere tender || ture | considered these resolutions as instructions, || And now that the Senator had somewhat forced 
lage, ofadvice. In the one case, they may assume to || in the face of my declaration to the contrary, and || it upon him, he would remark, that no man had 
erent declare the popular will in the language proper to || am now borne down by the weight of my convic- || shown more comity or deference to his political 
e, at the expression of will—command; and when so || tion. I still think, as [ teought then, that they | opponents than himself; and yet not only the 
8 to expressed, it must atand for that will, whether | are not instructions either in fact or according to |, scurrilous partisan newspapers of the country, 
le of really so or not. In the other, their command |) the intention of most of those who voted for them; |, but even by those with whom he had exchanged 
high does not stand for the popular will, and the re- || and so believing, the alternative of obedience or | the courtesies of life,and from whom be had parted 
sponsibility still rests upon the Representative to || resignation is not presented tome. Isthere,then, || with the grasp of friendship, had his motives 
con find out what it is. This difference of language || any obligation upon me toresign? Does any hu- || been assailed, and his conduct impeached. With 
mn, It has been uniformly used, so far as I am able to ; man being perceive any? Who can point it out? | such facts before him, he might well say that he 
ative learn, in all resolutions adopted by Legislatures || Perfect obedience is out ofthe question. It fol- | could expect neither favor nor justice from his 
sug: of the different States, whenever they have at- || lows, then, in my judgment, that for the present | political opponents. The Senator from Ken- 
ould tempted any direct action in Federal affairs. They || it is my duty to remain here, and, while I do not | tucky, with an unfairness and coarseness which 
treat have assumed that the Legislature is recognized | treat the resolutions as instructions, | will show | he had not thought altogether becoming, had ob- 
ri, as embodying the popular will of the State, so far |, them all due respect and give to them such influ- | served, that in remarking upon the impractica- 
to a as Senators are concerned, whenever they think || ence over my conduct.as my judgment may ap- | bility of obedience, he (Mr. 8.) and his colleague 
have proper to use language appropriate to the utter- || prove. I have said that had the Legislature met | seemed to have overlooked another alternative, 
sapt ance of will. But whenever they adopt only such || during the ensuing year, | would resign at the | and that was resignation. Now, unless the Sen- 
owl- language as they may with propriety use to a} close of this session; but it is still my purpose to || ator’s senses were less acute than usual, he must 
nlty, Representative, in addressing their Senators, it is || afford the sovereign people of North Carolina the |, have heard both him and his colleague very dis- 
ight not intended to be more operative upon the one || earliest opportunity of deciding the important | tinctly advert to that alternative, and himself to 
ne of than the other. In the one case, they themselves || question, by what class of politicians they choose || declare that were he at liberty to act in obedi- 
L my assume the responsibility, and stand between the || to be represented inthis body. The Legislature, || ence to his own feelings, he would resign; but 
One Senator and the people of the State. In the other, || at its first biennial session, shall have an oppor- || that, under present circumstances, a high sense 
nich, they do not enknce to utter the public will; || tunity of selecting for the seat I fill-a Democrat | of duty to those who sent him here compelled 
res but while they suggest, leave the public servant || ora Federalist; one who thinks it right to wipe || him to remain. 
com- to judge of that will upon his own responsibility. | off the foul and unjust stigma cast upon the fante || The Senator from Kentucky then takes up the 
been Such has been the obvious understanding of all || of Andrew Jackson, or one who is for perpetu- || doctrine of instruction, and, according to his 
nder the preceding Legislatures of North Carolina, who || ating it through all generations. This they will || wort in the absence of argument and reason, at- 
here have undertaken to address their agents in this| have an opportunity of doing, under a fair ex- tempts to drive us from our position by railery 
ved, body. From their earliest action, down to 1834, |! pression of popular sentiment, and to the people of | and jest, and for that purpose parades before us 
arty when the resolutions were passed commanding || North Carolina will | cheerfully submit theissue. || that ever favorite and fertile theme, his man 
reXx- the act now denounced as unconstitutional, and|| Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, contended that these || Charles, and entertains the Senate with a dialogue 
iple; dictated by party servility, they used this peculiar | resolutions were neither indecorous nor disre- || between himselfand that distinguished personage. 
ach- phraseology. Sanahaies consists merely of the || spectful. || But his illustration has no application to tie sub- 
high signs, which, by common consent, have been re- | Mr. STRANGE said he made no allusion to || ject?There is no parity between the relationship 
hich ceived as representing particular ideas. Technical || disrespectful language. || subsisting between the sovereignty of a State and 
elec language frequently differs from common lan- || Mr. CLAY said he understood at least one of | its representative upon this floor, and that between 
ot guage. By common consent, the word instruc- ! the Senators to say that one of the resolutions || the Senator and his slave. He was the servant 
, tions has received a technical signification, when || wae disrespectful to the Senate. | of the people of North Carolina, but not their 
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slave, or the slave of any other man. He served 
the people of North Carolina, as far as he was 
able to discern, in compliance with the public will; , 





and when he could not conscientiously conform | 


to that will, he would resign. Poor Charles has | 
no such alternative. If the Senator’s title to him | 
is good, he is his slave, and he must yield obe- 
dience in whatever way he may think proper to 
address him; he cannot resign. Whether the | 
Senator from Kentucky is able to perceive any | 
difference in the signification of certain terms, 18 
a matter with which he (Mr. S.) had nothing to 
do. When the Legislature of Kentucky spoke, 
it would be for the Senator from Kentucky to 
interpret its language; and he (Mr. S.) would be 
very far from indelicately obtruding his advice. 
But when the Legislature of North Carolina spoke 
to his colleague and himself, it belonged to them 





to interpret; and he recognized the right of no one | | 


to interfere in the matter. 
As he understood the opinions of the people of | 
North Carolina, they recognized a difference be- | 
tween instructions and other language used by | 
the Legislature. When he was elected to his 
present position, he came into it with a determ- | 
ination to act conformabdly, as far as possible, to 
the popular will, the principle which the Senator 
from Kentucky had admitted to be correct; and 
the only question was, what was the popular will? 
He believed a part of the popular will of North | 
Carolina was, that when the Legislature in- 
structed a Senator to vote for or against a partic- 
ular measure, such instruction should stand with 
him for the popular will, whatever, in trath, the | 
popular will might be; but that, when not in- 
structed, it was his duty to exercise his best judg- 
ment, and ascertain, from the several sources 
within his reach, what was, upon the whole, the 
popular will. He believed, therefore, that he 
would act in conformity to the public will in 
North Carolina, whenever instructed by the Le- 
gislature either to obey or resign; but to treat 
everything else coming from the Legislature as 
merely advisory, and conform to it or not, as, in 
his judgment, it either did or did not concur with 
the popular will. The Senator from Kentucky 
intimates that our course of reasoning leads to the 
conclusion thateven if the word instruct had been 
used, we should have been at liberty to look be- 
hind this legislative declaration, and ascertain 
what was, in fact, the popular will. In his judg- 
ment, the reasoning led to no such result, but pre- 
cisely the contrary. They had expressly stated 


that they believed it to be the popular will in North | 


Carolina, that whenever the Legislature in- 
structed, such instructions are to be taken as the | 
popular will, and acted upon as such; but in the | 
absence of such instructions, the Senator must, at | 
his own peril, ascertain that will. 
The Senator from Kentucky, in conclusion, | 
rather ungenerously, as he thought, chided him 
and his colleague for not bringing forward these 


der discussion. If the Senator from Kentucky 
would tax his recollection, he would find that, at 
this session of Congress, upon every test ques- | 
tion upon the graduation bill, both his colleague | 
and himself had voted against it. As he had said 


before, he should always vote in conformity to || 
the wishes of his State, so far as he could under- || 
stand them, when they did not conflict, in his || 


jadgment, with any great principle which he had | 
no right to disregard. Last year he voted for the | 
graduation bill under (as he now thought) a mis- 
taken impression that public sentiment in North 
Carolina, if not in favor of it, was at least quies- 
cent. But he hoped never to see a year when he 
could not look back and say, ‘‘ I am wiser this 
year than I was last.’’ He was now inclined to 
think that the majority of the people of North 
Carolina was opposed to the Cin. and should 
therefore unhesitatingly vote against it. 

Mr. BROWN, in rising to reply to the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] who, with his 
accustomed delicacy, had, in a very extraordinary 
manner, presented himself before that body to 
arraign the course of his colleague and himself, 
said, that at the outset of his remarks he should 
protest against, and peremptorily challenge, the 
right of the Senator to interfere in a quesgion 
a y between themselves and their constituents. 

hat right had the Senator to assume upon him- 
self the authority thus attempted to be exercised 
by him? From whom did he derive his author- 


} 
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resolutions last week when the land bill was un- | 
i 
j 
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ity? Where were his credentials? Who had | 

‘constituted him their attorney, in fact, thus to | 
arraign the course of members on this floor? 

Having felt it to be his duty thus emphatically 

| to except to the assumed power of the Senator, 

-and considering that he fad been fairly ousted | 

of the jurisdiction that he had sought to assert, | 


| he would now go a step further, and say that he | 


should peremptorily decline, from high consider- | 
ations of what was due to himself and his own | 
| rights, to notice any of the topics introduced by | 
him, or to join issue with him on any one of the 


! 
| to the manner of discharging our duties as mem- | 
| bers of this body. If, however, he had consid- | 
ered it incumbent on himself to refuse to join 
| issue with the Senator on any of the topics raised 
| by him, yet there were some other things which 
_ it was his purpose to say to him before he con- 
_ cluded his remarks. 
| In the first place, his constituents would no 
doubt feel exceedingly obliged to that gentleman, 
| whose political course had long been distinguished | 
| for its peculiar devotion to southern interests, for 
| having volunteered, on the present occasion, to 
| appear as the champion of their rights. 
| friends of the great right of instruction will, no 
doubt, in every part of the country, learn with 
| no little surprise that the Senator has become its 
| advocate and eulogist! What, (said Mr. B.,) 
| the Senator from Renteitey now assuming to 
| pronounce, with oracular certainty and author-.| 

he the true doctrines of the right of instruction ! 
| How long, he would ask, had it been since that 
| gentleman had entitled himself to become its 
| teacher and expounder? Was it from the emi- 
| nent services rendered by him to its principles, 
| when instructions were coming from a majority 
of the States of this Union to their Senators on 
| this floor, directing them to sustain the late Ad- 
| ministration in the mighty conflict then waging 
against it by the Bank of the United States and 
the political party acting in concert with it? Who 
does not remember that gentieman’s course on 
that most important occasion? A majority of the 
| States of this Union, believing that a great crisis | 
| in our public affairs had arrived, sent resolutions | 
| here to their Senators, instructmg them directly 
| and peremptorily—not resolutions so framed as 
to be, in effect, fraudulent in regard to that great 
| right, but resolutions commanding their Sena- | 
| tors, in terms plain and unequivocal, to carry out 
| their wishes. Did the Senator then stand forth 
as their defenderand vindicator? Did he exhort 
the large number of his political friends, then 
boldly violating and defying positive instruc- 
tions, to respect that great doctrine? No, (said 
| Mr. B.,) his cours@wagfar otherwise. We theh | 
heard daily anathemas from his political friends 
| 
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against instructions; the popular voice was scout- 
ed, although it had been expressed in some in- 
stances twice or thrice to some of the gentieman’s 
friends, in the shape of positive commands, and 
standing foremost among those who animated 


|| them to resist the will of their constituents, and 


|exhorted them to unyielding firmness in that 
| course, was the Senator from Kentucky himself; 
| and yet he now undertakes to become a lecturer 
to others on the great principle of instruction ! 
Who did not remember the reception given in 
this body, during the famous panic session, to 
| the instructions sent by the patriotic State of New 





| Hampshire to her Senators, the first movement 
| of the kind, directing them to vote for expung- 
| ing the condemnatory sentence against President 
| Jackson, and to sustain his administration against 
the war then waged by the Opposition party and 
| tHe Bank of the United States? The able Repub- 
| lican Senator who presented them was assailed in 
| debate on this floor, his State insulted, and even 
| the common courtesy of printing the resolutions 
| of instruction was refused by the political friends 
| of the Senator, who then held the power in this 
| body. With what propriety, then, he demanded, 
_ could a political party, who had trampled on the 
| right of instruction, scorned and contemned the 
| public will by the most highhanded outrages, 
| wheneverand wherever they had possessed power 
| —with what propriety could they reproach others 


| in regard to their course, when no instructions 


had been given them? 


| His constituents would, no doubt, be exceed- 
} 
i 


ingly obliged for the advice of a gentleman in 


their affairs who had been conspicuously asso- 


| did not believe that they possessed, at this time 
' 
‘|| now is the head of that famous Administra, 


| questions which he seeks to raise, in reference | 


The |, 


| South on the vitally important question of slavery 
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ciated as one of the jeading members of what 
was familiarly known, in this country, by the 
name of the **Coalition Administration.” Jyd,. 
ing from their past sentiments in regard to ut 


"any very strong desire to witness its restoration 
to power in any shape. If one member of that 
| bygone Administration had a right to interfere jp 
| their affairs, by offering advice, the great Political 
high priest himself who headed it, may, with the 
| same propriety, claim to offer his. And where 
i 
_and what are his daily occupations? Fallen from 
what was due to the dignity of his former station 
| he is almost daily engaged in the disgusting and 
wretched pursuit of abolition agitation! 
| Where, Mr. B. would ask, were the politica) 
| friends of the Senator from Kentucky, who re. 
sided north of the Potomac, with some honorable 
oa to be found on that question? The 
great mass of them were found, in the two Houses 
of Congress, and in the legislative halls of their 
| respective States, pursuing a course of direct hos. 
| tility to the South. There was not a State Legis. 
lature north of the Potomac, in which the politi. 
cal friends of that Senator had obtained power, 
| unless in those where slavery existed, that reg. 
| olutions attacking the rights and interests of the 


| had not passed! And be it said, to the immor. 
| tal honor of the Democratic party of the North, 

who have been so scandalously calumniated by 
most of the Federal presses of the South on that 
question, that while their Senators and Represent. 
atives, in almost an entire body, have sustained 
our just rights in the two branches of Congress, 
there is not a single State north of the Potomac, 
| in which the Democratic party have had the power 

in its Legislature, that they have not, in the noble 
spirit of justice and union, passed resolutions 
strongly sustaining the rights of their sister con- 
federate States of the South ! 

The Senator from Kentucky had, to illustrate 
| his views of the right of instruction, referred to 
| his own servant, and his obligations to obey his 
| commands, when given by him. In alluding to 

his remarks on this subject, it was no part of his 
purpose to join issue with him, and to debate that 
point, as he intended carefully to preserve the 
ground taken at the outset of his remarks, not to 
admit, directly or indirectly, his jurisdiction on 
this subject, by joining issue with him on any 
; question which he had thought proper to raise; 
| but he would answer him somewhat after the 
Yankee manner, by asking another question. 
Let us suppose (said Mr. B.) that a servant 
who desired occupation, had applied three several 
| 
| 
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times to a farmer or planter for employment, and 
that that farmer or planter had three times, either 
from a supposed want of honesty or skill in the 
applicant, in pretty plain and positive language, 
rejected his importunities to enter his service; 
what would be the opinion of the world as to the 
modesty which, under such circumstances, could 
venture a fourth opportunity? He thought this 
very like the case of a distinguished individual 
who had presented himself three times to the 
American people to be employed in a certain high 
| station, and who had been three times signally 
| rejected; and, if public rumor was now to be 
| credited, was again prepared for a fourth rebuff 
| by the popular voice. 

Again, Mr. B. said his constituents would, 
no doubt, feel and appreciate a defense, coming 
= a gentleman whose almost entire public 
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course, for a series of years, has been directly at 
war with their rights and interests; a Senator 
whose miscalled American system, until thrown 
off by determined resistance, had, for a series ot 
years, impoverished and desolated the South, op- 
pressed her citizens, and almost ruined her com- 
merce; a Senator whose favorite system of policy 
he declared most solemnly, in his opinion, h 
aimed a more fatal blow at the Constitution and 
Union of the States, than any other and all other 
measures combined. A system which had, at 
one time, shaken the pillars of our glorious Con- 
federacy to their very foundations; and wh 
had created, and, he feared, had established those 
dangerous sectional prejudices and feelings which 
were destined to endure too long for the harmony 
and safety of our country. ; , 
Mr. B. had now finished saying what he had 
felt due to himself and to the oecasion, and due 
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